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Editor’s Note Vy =

Welcome to Bichitra’s Durga Puja 2015, Detroit MI. Every year, during this time we miss our p?gﬁe back home

the most. But our everyday job responsibilities and mounting workloads can’t isolate us fro;;n the-rich and gratifying

experience of our favorite Sharad Utsab. However, this time of the year the heart 1nvaryab§yeams for the
homeland, where a magical transformation takes place in anticipation of Maa Durga’s anmgl wvisit to her paternal
abode.We may be far away from motherland, but we try to do the best we can within oydiﬁlltat1ons Therefore,
Bichitra holds this Durga Puja where we arrange for pujo, anjali, bhog, sindur khela and cultural programs. And

along with all the Puja fever, we have the Bichitra Annual Brochure. - -

This Puja edition brochure tries to capture the festive mood of our community tp(gh the creation of the young
generations and wisdom of the seniors. The messages from the President and the Chairs of Durga Puja, Youth

Bichitra, Pathbhaban, Endowment Committee highlight our accomplishments. ,

.

v i »
The Aikotaan section, led by Maitrayee Paul, in this brochure offers us our own chance to appear in the limelight, a
distinctive stage to showcase our literary and artistic talent. Oh, and what, wonderful talent does this community
possess! Browse these pages to see creative artwork from young artists; captivating short stories from children and
. R e » - ; o
adults; happy reminiscences of the good old days from nostalgic expat{ofates; insightful nonfictional compositions
" . . .

from community members, their parents and children; and lyrical po?ms from talented poets. It is impossible for

me to acknowledge each and every contribution in this limited space. However, [ want to thank all our
"contributors for their fantastic participation. This has been made possible by yaur ; enthusiastic participation as well
as generous patronage of numerous businesses and individual donors from near and far. We earnestly request you to
patronlze the services of local busmesses whose advertisements aé)pear here to the best of your abilities. A little

effort from all of us goes a long way i in sustaining a robus SyII}blOth comniunity

Subhajit Sengupta and AShl'S Goswami. Iﬂ has been (fu‘ acha llenge to sori,' through the contributions, format the
* contents to fit within the hmlted spacé and carefull mb pead the text for errors and omissions. Despite best

Please help us improvegour bri 1y 1t1ng to blchltra@bichitra.org. I look forward to

your continued su , enthi . The for ¢on ‘ing apd participating in Durga Puja. Enjoy and
:

make beauti ries ! ' ‘ |

—y
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Executive Committee

President

Ashis Goswami

Vice President

Debabrata Sarkar

Deputy President Subhajit Sengupta
Secretary Sampada Banerji
Associate Secretary Anupam Sengupta
Assistant Secretary Abhra Chatterjee
Treasurer Arijit Ghosh

Associate Treasurer

Maitreyee Paul

Assistant Treasurer

Devlina Sur

Endowment Committee

Principal Endower

Pranab Saha

Senior Endower

Shoma Pal

Assistant Endower

Sandip Chaterjee

Education Committee

Principal Educator

Tushar Nayak

Senior Educator

Shampa Mukhopadhyay

Assistant Educator

Subhadra Bandyopadhyay

Advisory Committee

Principal Advisor

Suparna De

Senior Advisor

Sudharanjan Bhattacharyya

Junior Advisor

Somnath Mukhopadhyay

Preservation Committee

Principal Preserver

Suranjeeta Dhar

Senior Preserver

Satyen Basu

Junior Preserver

Sutapa Santra

Principal Planner

Animesh Das

Audit Committee

Planning Committee Senior Planner Partha De
Junior Planner Hirak Chanda
Principal Auditor Debangshu Majumdar

Senior Auditor

Manoranjan Santra

Junior Auditor

Pulak Bandyopadhyay

Youth Committee

Coordinator

Sarit Dhar

Co-coordinator

Pratik Goswami
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President’s Message " =

Dear friends: On behalf of the Executive Committee, I take great pleasure in welcoming you to Bichitra Durga Puja
2015 celebrations. I thank you all for joining us in celebrating the most auspicious, religious, cultural, and social

. /—/ -
i

f )

event of the Bengali calendar.

We began this fiscal year with considerable exeitement at Utsav40 - Bichitra's 40 years apijﬁférsary celebrations.
This event, held on Mayl & May?2 at the Lamphere High School, was enjoyed and weﬁ"received by all who
attended. Many congratulations & thanksto Pulak Bandyopadyay for his leadership'in organizing such a successful
and memorable event. Next, we had a great annual picnic on Sun Aug 9th in the relaxed‘environment of Springdale
Park, Birmingham, where we all had lots of outdoor fun. Thanks to Sandip Chatteérjee who led in managing the

picnic arrangements.

The autumn sky, gentle breeze, slight.chill in the air, and the sweet scent of flowers remind us that it is that time of
the year when we Bengalis wait in anticipation for the arrival of the mesmerizingl;t beautiful Goddess standing tall,
personifying the divine. Nostalgia takes me back to my carefree childhood pujo days, waking up to the beats of
dhaak and chanting of mantras relayed directly from the para pandals through loudspeakers, lining up for
pushpanjali, pandal hopping with friends wearing fancy new clothes, feiasting on mouth-watering treats...those 5
days when life would become a grand celebration! Durga Puja remains closest to the heart of all Bengalis
irre'spective of where they live. Bichitra has been celebrating Durga Puja in the greater Metro Detroit area with the
same fervor since its formation. The ambiance is homely where ;Jve ii'ssemble as One Big Family, where the theme is

" n

"adda goppo", "naach gaan", and "khawa dawa" and at the same time we preserve the authenticity of the pujo in true

vedic traditions with all the rituals performed from pujo, plf/lpa{zjblz; sandhya arati, sindoor khela et al.

Sampada Banerji & Debabrata Sarkar have taken the lead in this year's Durga Puja preparations. I commend them
for their leadership and thank them for their wholehearted effo f

s. I would/like to recognize the various teams -
Treasury, Food, Pujor Jogar, Cultu;%l, Transportation, Brochure, Fund-raising, and other logistics - who are involved
in tirelessly coordinating,this event. My heartfelt gratitude and thanks to our members, patrons, donors, and

s encouragement and strength to organize the event each

: g S -4
sponsors for their generous financial support which gives

year at this scale and heip Bichitra thrive. / i
! y il :

' .
I have been part of Bichitra fon th

g ;ﬁorable and pleasant journey. [ am glad that |

-

am part of this co ) ice my culture, language, and tradition thousands

of miles away fro good health and happiness. [ wish each and

every one of you
.
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Durga Puja Chairs’ Message -
Dear friends: We take great pleasure in welcoming you with your family and friends to celebraté tﬁ’é‘;uspicious
arrival of Maa Durga. Daily puja and artist to the rhythmic beatings of dhak will be performed by-Sudharanjan
Bhattacharyya. Sandip Chatterjee under the guidance of Pijush Nandi, Rita Bonnerjee an,diS;dfa.p/a Santra has taken
the lead in puja preparations to give you the feel of home away from home. Come and e'njéy this Bichitra tradition,
celebrated for four decades. ' / ';'
Under the leadership of Bichitra President, Ashis Goswami, the puja committee has arranged a fabulous weekend.
Anupam Sengupta, Puja cultural coordinator has lined up variety of local and international artists’ performances
ranging from inaugural aagomoni songs and dance to classical music to comedy,gﬁ‘::z desi dhamaka which will
entertain all ages. As every year Pathbhaban students will showcase their growi'ng command over Bengali culture

and language through their Mahisasur Mardini performance.

2
f Arijit Ghosh and his treasury group have surely got you into festive spirit with their warm welcoming smile at the

registration desk.

Relax and enjoy heartfelt addas - over the scrumptious food organized by Debabrata Sarkar, Debangshu Majumder,

Subhajit Sengupta, Deb Bonnerj ee, Susanta Sarkar, Sanghmitra Sircar And their team.

A big thanks to Pranab Saha’s transportation team for hauling puja es‘éentials and setup and Subhadra

Bandopadhyay’s decoration team for the great ambience. 3 .“
. / y
Thanks to our creative brochure team led by Devlina Sur urgd} gl.'\édance of Sul‘t)hajit Sengupta we will be enjoying

’ :
this beautiful 2015 Durga Puja souvenir for years to come. Maitrayee Paul’s creative corner ‘Aikotaan’ is flourished

with rich contributions from Bichitra.éommunity members’. . |
£}

! We would like to once agpln thank the puja committee and numerous Voltmteers whose tireless efforts, time and

dedication over months brohght you thlsdoyous and s&cess 1 celebratlon of Durga Puja 2015. Don’t forget to nod

success. Please Qo visit our ve i 1fra and Endowment committee. -
:

-

We wish you havve.a !nder i i sa Puja with your near and dear ones.

Sincerely,
Durga Puja¢o-chalrs



Program Schedule
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Friday, October 16, 2015
Start Finish Item S
{ I ™
6:00 PM 8:00 PM | Pratima Set up and decoration v
8:00 PM 9:00 PM | Dinner -
9:00PM | 10:00PM | Clean-up »r
Saturday, October 17, 2015
7:00 AM 9:00 AM | Puja Preparation o
9:00 AM | 10:30 AM | Puja 'y
10:30 AM | 11:30 AM | Anjali '
11:30 AM 1:00 PM | Prasad & Lunch
Cultural' Program &
: 1:35PM | Agomoni Songs welcoming Ma Durga by Sumita Choudhury
1:30 PM 5:30 PM 2:05 PM | Bharat Natyam dance performance by Natya Vidyalaya
2:30 PM. | Variety Songs by SuSanta Sarkar and Team
3:30 PM | Adal Baadal—A comedy drama byl the Bahurupi group
6:00PM | 6:30PM | Arati '
— .
6:30 PM 8:00 PM | Dinner 'y
-
8:00 PM 11:00 PM | Featured Program by Soumen Nandi & §'anchari Bose
Sunday, October 18, 2015
7:00 AM | 9:00 AM | Puja Preparation | L
9:00 AM | 11:00 AM | Puja | 3
: .
| 11:00 AM | 11:30 AM | Anjali /
! - y . o 7 =
11:30 AM 1:00 PM | Prasad & Lunc . I J"
‘| Cultural Program r I '
g
1:35PM | Ma]]fsbasurl\/gdl)fi I A Bengali drama by Path Bhaban
M | 2:30 PM Songs by Manisha Cho dhury -
| 1:30 PM 5!?0 PM
' E 2:45 PM | Ram Rabaner d& 2 —Recitatio by Arijit Ghosh
1 , 3: ov‘ " Instrumental 'F
, ’l s VR
- lt Featured Pry jﬁ m by R ' ajyasree Ghosh
- . -0 e ?
5:30 PM " ) | atl& I isharjan ' "T ') 1} I
; , 6:00PM | 7 h f T |
' . 7:30 PM [ 8:00 I '
' -

y '} /'
(’ // |

| ‘ P
! '
{1 /; 1.4
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Guest Artist Profiles =

Soumen Nandi

Born into a musical family, Soumen Nandi’s passion is music above all else.
His mother is a melodious singer and his fatheris a rhythm player. His music
training started at childhood and he has since become a shining musical star in
West Bengal.

Soumen has won numerous awards and tecognitions (' Best Singer of the year
at the age of 10 in an All Bengal competition organized by the West Bengal Gov.‘_u,’T-s't'place in the “Eto Nay Shudhu
Gaan” ( Tara Music channel) in 2004, 1™ place in the “Bhalo Bashi Tai Gai”’(Aakash Bangla channel) in 2005, and
1% position at the regional level at S2 Re Ga Ma Pa, in 2007, and finally was the F runners-up in Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
(Zee TV) in 2009.

Soumen considers Acharya Sanjay Chakrabarty as his friend, philosopher and guide and has engaged in the vast

field of music with his researches and creations for the welfare of the Homo sapiens in the future days or eras.

Soumen is equally at home with Indian classical and popular music, and has recently been learning Praan Sangeet,

and composing music based on Raga music.

Sanchari Bose "
- .
Sanchari Bose was born in the “city of marbles”—Jabalpur ?b a family where - £

music has been a religion, not just a art. Her musical trainir’x started at an

early age, with basic lessons from her parents. /
: ’

+

Pjg

OXFame | 0w A

A\l

Sanchari has won n
Mangeslzkaré&/
and the State Ei

1 Classical Music for more than 10 years, the Lata
afn Award from Sangam Kala Group of Delhi,

g -

and many

-



Rajyasree Ghosh F 4

A star in Hindustani Classical Music, Rajyasree Ghosh started her extensive training at a

very young age in the hands of some of the most illustrious maestros in this field. This !
training, coupled with her musical talents and a mellifluous and powerful voice, has helpgd_;/-;
her develop a style which is original and the maintains purity of tradition. She has also v
studied under the legendary gurus Smt Girija Devi and Pandit Arun Bhaduri as a studen of

the Sangeet Research Academy.

Rajyasree’s talent is well recognized within the Hindustani Classical Music circuit and.she has a long history of

performing in some of the most esteemed events both in India and abroad.

Rajyasree has been recognized in multiple occasions: Gold medals for her BA and MA degrees from Rabindra
Bharati University, National Scholarship from Govt. of India, in 1986 while trainingsunder Pandit Amiya Ranjan
Bannerjee, 1" place first place for 3 years (1984-1986) in the Dover Lane Music 5ompetition for Khayal,
Ragpradhan and Bhajan, and other laurels from several prestigious music eonferences including the West Bengal

Music Academy.

e |
She has performed in many prestigious classical music conferences in India and abroad. (“Dakhini”, “Moitreyee”,
SRA annual festival, “Chhandayan All-night”, Kolkatautsab as well as multiple Bangamela events in the US.
Rajyasree features regularly in the All India Radio, and is a lecturer ?'t the Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata. She

has several albums to her credit. ’ g

.

Natya Vidyalaya / /
’

Radhika Ganesan started her dancing lessons at the age of 5. As a senior student of Smt. Chitra Visweswaran,

Radhika performed in Chitra's first major dance drama, "Devi/Ashta Rasa Malika,” which was exhibited in major
cities of India and was w€117received by eritics. Radlii]é started her dancé institution, "Natya Vidyalaya” in 2006.
She has a Master’s degree in Computer Science a1|1d is employed as an Oracle Financial Analyst at HAP.

The legendary Bharatanatyam dancer Smt. Chitra ‘;W'e
She learned dance from Smt.T.A. Rajalakshmi and:S)‘bl'i.

975, Chitra started h
) !

aran began her dance lessons at the early age of three.

3 ihuvoog 'Ramaiyya Pillai. Her dance combines

Vazhuvoor and Tanjore styles. , 'Chidambaram Academy of Performing Arts
:

ini,” “Kalaimamani,” and “Padmashri.”

Participants: vi a,iSaisruthi Sri Sanja ; a Gandra, Sruti Ramamoorthy, Sindhu Marthi,
Swetha Srira;n rna : ivasay <-’ ﬂ 3 ukthg Pulavarthi, Pavithra Elavara%

Dhatri Bhat, Dhruti Bhat, Smitis) inidhidSivakt

-
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Adal Baadal (Exchange) Synopsis

Bahurupi Group presents a comedy drama written by Biru Mukhopadhyay

On a very stormy night Amiya Chakraborty is on his way by train to School Boarding Houé;edo;tart*his first

teaching job at Madhusudanpur Boys School - a job he got without an interview from Sauren Nag, School Secretary.

By mere coincidence, Jayanta Datta, newly wed husband of Rekha — Sauren Nag’s wife Reba’s sister - is also on his
way to Madhusudanpur by the same train to meet with Sauren and Reba for the first time. Bad weather and stupid
judgements on the part of Sauren Nag’s servants, Amiya ends up in Sauren Nag’s home as brother-in-law and
Jayanta ends up in the School Boarding House as teacher. See what a paradoxical gd'h'ﬂarious situation happen

-

before and after the mix-up is discovered...

Music & Audio — Prasanto Hazra and Ashis Goswami

Stage management — Partha De, Deb Kumar Bonnerjee & Debabrata Paul
Lighting — Animesh Das

Make-up — Ruma De, Subhadra Bandyopadhyay, Rita Bonnerjee & Sreemati Hazra
Script typing — Arijit Ghosh /
Prompters — Partha Das & Suprabha Bhattacharjee

Direction — Sudharanjan Bhattacharyya

Cast of Characters

(In order of appearance on stage) 4 i
Amita, Amiya’s mother — Shiela Ghosh S .'!
Amiya, School Teacher — Arijit Ghosh / |

Reba, Rekha’s elder sister — Shampa Mukhopadhyay
Rekha, newly wed — Prabhati Goswami ‘

Sauren, Reba’s husband = Pradipta .Ghosh iy ‘f
Alihok, cow-cart coachman — Amit Choudhury .
Tewari, Gate Keeper — Somnath Mukhopadhyay “"\'
Shoma, house kc?eper - Shampa Bha‘ttacharyya
Jayanta, Rekha’s husband — Mithun Thakur
Thakur, cook — A‘mit Choudh ; I
Pundit, Sanskrit teacher — Sa
Leena, Englis;le —De
Head Master — .S

-



What does your tax return say about your financial situation? The fact is, the paperwork you file each
year offers excellent information about how you are managing your money—and about areas where it
might be wise to make changes in your financial habits. If you have questions about your financial
situation, remember that we can help. Our firm is made up of highly qualified and educated professionals
who work with clients like you all year long, serving as trusted business advisors. So whether you are
concerned about budgeting; saving for college, retirement or another goal; understanding your
investments; cutting your tax bite; starting a business; or managing your debt, you can turn to us for
objective answers to all your tax and financial questions.

Sheils Financial
2701 Troy Center Drive, Ste 455
Troy, MI 48084
P: 248-362-3620
F: 248-362-3638

***Bichitra Members receive a $20 discount on their tax preparation fees***

r

| Troy Dental Care

Proud Sponsor of Dentists R Us

KIM%

(A School based Mobile Dentists Program) ’I "
Cleaning/Fluoride Crowns/Bridges g

igital X- Extracti

D'g':?.ing:ays Roor:c;::; Chinese/American Cuisine,
Braces ; Teeth Whitening Dine In and Carry Out Available

s New Patient Special Discount Voted Best Chinese Restaurant
Insurances $65 Pricing in Detroit by WDIV
Accepted Includ Exam, X for.tt: os:

W PATBNTS ORY "G 102 E. Long Lake Rd,
: Troy MI 48085
Dr. Darshika Shah, BDS, MDS, DDS (Just East of Livernois on the

Dr. Jose Aviles IV, DDPH, DDS
Dr. Sri Sudha Bopanna, BDS, MDS, DDS

288-819=-71755

38865 Dequindre, #105, Troy, MI-48083

South side of Long Lake - 18 Mile Rd)

Open
Monday-Saturday: 11am -10pm
Sunday: 12pm - 10pm

Phone Number : 248-524-9207



Congratulations 2015 New Arrivals
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Name :Sahana Bhattacharyya Kahlon

DOB  : May 22nd, 2015

Parents : Roompa Bhattacharyya and Dildar Kahlon

Grandparents: Shampa and Sudharanjan
Bhattacharyya

Name : Ashton Thomas Combs
DOB : July 9th, 2015

Parents : Ranjana Roy and Jason Combs
Grandparents: Rina and Gopal Roy

F

)/

Name : Mia Reyna Pakulak

DOB : July 29th, 2015

Parents : Bobbie Ghosh and Mike Pakulak
Grandparents: Ila Ghosh and Late Nitindra
Ghosh

Graduate : Debarshi Majumdar
Parents : Debangshu and Mousumi

From : Athens High School, Troy

To : University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Program : Engineering

Graduate : Preetha Ghos

Parents
From

To
Program

: Partho and Shampa

: Athens High School, Troy
: Wayne State University

: Med Start

Graduate : Anushka Mukhopadhyay
Parents : Somnath and Shampa

From : Novi High School, Novi

To : University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Program : Computer Science

N



Graduate :
Parents
From

To
Program

Sudesna Paul

: Debabrata and Maitreyee

: Harrison High School, F Hills

: University of Michigan, Dearbon
: Chemistry & Criminal Justice

|

Graduate
Parents
From

To
Program

: Sohini Bose

: Sujoy and Kasturi

: Oscar A. Carlson High School
: Marshall University, WV

: Biology

Graduate :
Parents
From

To
Program

Anjali Chandra

: Siladitya and Sherri

: Farmington High School

: University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
: Pre-Health

Congratulations 2015 College Univer.sfty Graduates
- o

Parents
From
Degree

Graduate : Alexandra Dutta

: Chinmoy and Josie
: Michigan State University
: B.S. in Economics

4

3

V.

Parents
From
Area

Graduate : Shreya Sengupta

: Shankar & Sharmila
: Western University of Chicago

: Completed residency - currently
pursuing GI fellowship at University of
Michiaan

Graduate : Ranojoy Hazra

Parents : Prasanto & Sreemati
From : Columbia University
Area : Completed Executive MBA, 2015




' to come.

Youth Bichitra Message /=
Namaskar & Sharodiya Shubhecha! /=

o~ '
As the color of the leaves change and the air becomes colder, the signs of fall indicate the arrivalrof the Durga Puja.
The time has come once again where friends and family congregate to rekindle our religfohs and cultural ties as we

c 3 A
celebrate Ma Durga and her triumph over evil.- /’

Youth Bichitra is ready and excited for this year's Durga Puja as we have many new activities planned for everyone
attending the event, no matter how young or how old. We hope that these activities helﬂh.e younger members, who
we consider the "future of Bichitra Youth," continue to learn about and appreciat‘yﬁ culture and heritage.
In the past Youth Bichitra has conducted activities ranging from fundraising to iligh school'debate sessions. These
were highly appreciated and have seen great success in previous years. For this year'} puja celebrations, we have
decided to take a different approach. Like our very own Durga Puja, Football is an'integral part of American culture
and a way friends and families get together to celebrate and have fun. We have noted in the past that that the annual
Michigan versus Michigan State game invariably falls on the day of our D'u'rga Puja. Consequently many of us
football fans have had hectic tiril_es- shuttling between the Durga Puja venue and somebody's home to watch the
game. We have decided to intertwine the American and Bengali cultur(%! Guess how? Yes, we will be watching the
football game on big screens right at the Venue! I reminiscent about all the good times I have had watching the game
with friends and hope to refresh these memories in this year's activitf.

. '
On behalf of the all the member of youth, Sarit and I would li to}{ake a mom‘enF to thank Bichitra for all of their
help and willingness to bring our ideas to life. We would al hk'd to thank our Bengali community for its constant

encouragement and support. We are looking forward to another successful Dhrga Puja and may there be many more *
) : ( y

-

SARIT DHAR
COORDINATOR
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Utsav40 - Bichitra’s 40t Anniversary &

Bichitra turned 40 and we celebrated the milestone in grand style by organizing Utsav40. The event held on May 1
& May 2, 2015 at the Lamphere High School, Madison Hts., MI, was attended by over 550 people from around the
Metro Detroit area and neighboring states. The gala festival featured a variety of live mqsig,—ﬂéﬁge, and drama
performances by popular artists from home and abroad. Some of the notable artists who enthralled the audiences

with their performances include Soumitra Ray (of Bhoomi fame), Shovon Ganguly, Agyfe’siaa Dutta, and Prithwiraj

Choudhury & band. The mesmerizing performances captivated the audiences and left them wanting more.

The success of Utsav40 can be attributed to the apt leadership of event Chair Pulak/BaIrdyopadhyay and the team of
countless volunteers, their wholehearted enthusiasm and their relentless efforts. O'ther cultural organizations in the

Metro Detroit area, including Bichitra Inc., Mitali, Swajan, Calcutta Club of Gr'eat Lakes, Durga temple, & Nadanta
collaborated and participated in the festival which made the occasion all the more special and joyful. The success of

Utsav40 bodes well for future collaborations and joint ventures and the potential of our community to organize such

events at grander scales with collective will and effort.

== = ——1

Performance by Pathbhaban
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Path Bhaban News f -

I hope you are having a good year and had a nice summer this year. We have
a lot of things to share from Path Bhaban. We are all excited about it. Our
students participated in the Utsav40 activities including, creating the cover

page of the Utsav40 brochure by working with Subhadra Bandyopadhyay,

their art teacher. This was followed by our participation in the Turkish
American Society of Michigan’s (TASM) International Children’s festival program third year in a row. It was an

incredibly successful program that was chereographed by Devlina Sur, Rinita Bose and'Sunanda Sammadar. Our

youngsters did an awesome job! We are so proud of them. ”~ ad
-

In the summer, we had a field trip to the Ford Rouge Assembly plant where thegf build Ford F150. The students who
went to the field trip really enjoyed this, seeing building cars. They could relate many of the things they saw with

things they have in their own family cars. This was an awesome field trip. ¢

In the summer the students also did a summer project. The ]éOJect this year was on industry or agricultural

corporatlon in Bangladesh and/or India. Some of the tOpng the students chose are: Mango, Lichu, coconut, jackfruit,

-



Congratulations 2015 Marriages

: Rishi Bhattacharyya,

Name

Binafza Kapadia
Date : July 3rd, 2015
Parents : Shampa and Sudharanjan

Bhattacharyva
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Name : Abhra Chatterjee, /| Name : Kinshuk Chakraborty,
Shreya Bhattacharyya Jolene Love
Date : September 21st, 2015 Date : May 24th, 2015
Parents : Kishalay and Swati Chakraborty

Name

! Date
Parents

: Payel Gangopadhyay,

: May 9th, 2015
: Arup and Gopa Gangopadhyay

: Prasenjit Hazra,
Ludmylla Hazra

: May 10th, 2015

: Prasanto and Sreemati Hazra

Name

Brian MacKie-Mason
Date
Parents

2

Congratulafions 25™" Wed
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: Mrs.& Mr.Mridha
: May 9th

Name
Date

: Mrs.& Mr.Paul
: July 1st

: Mrs.& Mr.Dutta
: June 27th

Name
Date

Name
Date
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PAYAL GROCERS

INDIAN & PAKISTANI GROCERIES

K WADETRIM

Engineering | Landscape Architecture
Operations | Planning | Sciences | Surveying

313.961.3650
www.wadetrim.com

 Money Gram sidethe 9]

R store ask for detail,
1l Phone:(s86) 977-4778
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ANIL SWAMI, MD

Harvard Medical School Graduate

Member of Medical Staff William Beaumont Hospital
Troy & Royal Oak

Specialist in Corneal Disease / LASIK / Cataract Surgery /Corneal
Transplant Surgery /

Complete Eye Examination Given
Phone (248) 740 1558

1950 E Wattles Road, Suite 102
Troy, M1 48085
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Endowment Committee News

I hope you are having a wonderful year so far. The charter of the Endowment Committee is to
raise money so we can HELP THOSE WHO ARE LESS FORTUNATE. This activity start_,ed .
1992, pioneered by Late Prantosh Nag, under the auspice of the Social Service Commlttee Z’ﬁe ‘

name later changed to Endowment Committee in 2010.The money from the Bichitra Endowm_ent committee cannot
be given to anyone, we can only give the funds to organizations who are approved by IBSi 501(c)(3)
organizations. The money that the Endowment Committee raises are generally donated to different US
organizations as well as to the Ramakrlshna Mission to help the needy people in the Tﬂjala Goabagan, Rambagan,
and Monoharpukur slums, with the help of the Vivekananda Social Welfare Cent the Nanda Mullick Lane in
Kolkata. f

In order to raise money, during the Utsav40 program, a silent auction event was held. This was the second time that
the Endowment Committee has done this. It was a success again. We raised over $1,100. In addition to the silent
auction during the Utsav40, we aiso received donations and raised money from Photo Booth and CD sales. All
together we raised over $2700. Thank you all for your generosity in very, ht;norable activity. Since last Durga Puja,

we have donated money to:
e DETROIT RESCUE MISSION '
‘e AMERICAN Red Cross for the Nepal Earthquake

‘J

o Embrace Relief to support Syrian & Iraqi refugees in Turkey'

: .

® Ramakrishna Mission in Kolkata as through the Vivekananda Vedanta Soelety in Chicago toward the Tiljala
and Monoharpukur projects /f *J

This year during the Durga Puja we p}ém to do the followirfgl'
:

e Silent Auction: to auction out a time share at Disney World for a week from Dec 26" 2015 through Jan 2%
2016.1t is a two b’edroom s.u1te The market va e.for his suite 1s $2200 and the minimum bid price as

$650.This is a bargam price. Therefore, I en?urag you to b1d or this very honorable cause.
® Wesell quite a few Rama Krishna Books.

o We will also sell a lot of other books, CDs and D
: u . )

Please take a fev& minutes, go thro :
something and dona
during the DLﬂa
presentation gnd

generous doyftl
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TOWN & COUNTRY

YECAR
Focusing on your family's total eye health

High-tech eyecare, unique eyewear,

specialty contact lenses
Located on the corner of Novi Rd. and Nine Mile

www.tceyecare.com ¢ 248-347-7800

P

(313).378-2999 Fax (866) 369-6733

e ciglBin'sutal

Language & Cultural Services
Translators & Interpreters
Legal, Medical and Technical

DR. RANDI LOU FRANKLIN, J.D.
Owner - Director
ralou@aol.com

P.O. Box 36062
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236
www.Inter-Lingua-Online.com

' Puja Greeting and Shubho Bijoya

from
Jagneswar Saha and Family

May this Durga Puja light up for you the
hopes of happy times and dreams for a full
year full of smiles. Wishing you a Happy

Durga Puja

From

Mobility Plus Home Health Care
957 Nocross Drive, Rochester Hills,MI 48307
Tel: 586-978-9850
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-~ —Saradia Subechha
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On June 15, 2015 a long time Bichitra member, Mrs. Champa Bagchils'adly left us for heavenly abode.

She was born on November 14, 1944 at Raipur, Madhya Pradesh Inﬂla to Mr. Sab1tr1 Kumar Sanyal and Mrs.
J Bonolata Sanyal. On December 1, 1972, she married Dr. M1h1r a ch1 and came to the U.S. soon after. She and Dr.
Bagchi have three wonderful children — two daughters, Atasi 1t1 and a sdn, Ankoor. She is also survived by her

mother, four brothers and one sister.
l

/ Inthe midst of raising her three kids and taking care of her mo er in law and husband, Mrs. Bagchi attended

' Lawerence Tech University. She gr!duated with “Summa Cum Laude” and was a member of Tau Iota Honor
Society. She worked for }(mart and lates worked aﬁ'F&d till’April 9, 2015. Versatile in many languages, she was
~ fluent in English, Hindi, Bengah Sanskrlt and the %ﬁ' local langua'ge “Chattisgari.”

\

Champadi was a';ehglous person wl)o loved Indlarél ‘

‘nusw gnd‘nature. She was deeply involved with Bichitra
J in all of its rehgéus and cultural

’ ’ t"

She became the 'P glt of Bichitrz 1 993. She vas the second Female President of Bichitra.
v Y
» Her s}‘ i i ght many nbtable changes in Bichitra. We got our first new full

sizeﬁé'i od " ’, :. : . . “O
YIRS E ;V I

She,&ti el ar't1c1 : ar { ] he 80°s. Her acting in “Devdas’and “Tin
O A

e “Karma Yogi”, as she en he duty of
issed dearly. May her ' ‘
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“Maa Durga” Googley {

1

r ‘14 5 ‘ ‘ |
r 16 ] —
// i | [ L
RN B
o
ACROSS DOWN
Z/t,he omnipotent female energy 1 fl praise of the Mother
~ 8 the fierce Goddess - the one who is glorious
| 10 the abode of the Universe rad wife of Lord Shiva
: /
12 the one with Divine energy - J / 5 the 1n1t1al lieahty
13 the Eternal One — 6 the graq‘eﬁ.ﬂly brilliant

Fy '
; . l4the one with the strength of Faith 8 the pia‘tuyesque one

" 16 the one who came from the ocean 9 the t,‘emj‘rline part of the universe
11 the,‘%\)j who doesn’t eat leaves while fasting
t

17 one who got burnt aL1(e g MG }
15 tl]e other
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Sandy’s Halloween Costume by =

It was late August in the summer of 1968.

Sandy was lying on her chaise lounge with her eyes closed, dreaming the dreams that only/é/ @mxe"'- second grade girl
could. She was thinking about Halloween. She remembered the costume she wore in ki’r'1 ergarten. It was a little
devil costume! She remembered how hard Papa laughed when he first saw her. Last yeanshe was Barbie. Being a
second grader she knew she needed to be something special, and Barbie was way too lﬁ)ﬁ now that she was

older. [ o
/ Y e
School started a week later. All of her classmates were talking about their Halloween costumes. Some kids wanted

to be Ninja Turtles. Other kids wanted to be princesses, baseball players, or even werewolves!

Still, Sandy couldn’t decide. She thought back to the summer. Mama read her storiesiabout Huckleberry Finn. She
-

pictured herself as Huckleberry Finn. Perhaps Gramma would make her some funny overalls?

Grandpa was always watching cowboy movies and TV shows. His favorite actor was John Wayne. Grandpa could

even ride a horse! So Sandy thought about being a cowgirl.

One day Sandy’s t?achér,"Miss Broo.lz.é, told the cla ?i):)
people felt that tll}ere should be 10 war, only peace 3’.1.1'
She thought that peace and love were good. She sa
knows what hgr,H

:
the peogle that were called “Hippies”. The Hippie
e. Sandy thought that the Hippy people were very smart.

She decided t’!
.

’t
,‘
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Ramblings on long-gone festivities =~
It has only been four years since I left home.

Four years on the calendar does not look very distant. But to live on another hemisphere an'cj)aaﬁﬁg too much time
to look around and back often let memories froth up the brain. And then that season comes when a soft chill from up
north (I always like to think that they a come from the Himalayas and not from any frozep-;(')ritinent) enters the air.
As I walk on the usual trail of Robinwood park in one of those buttery-afternoons, the 'v’v‘ind blows. A strange song

my bones sing out and I know at once it is a message of the festivals. 2

I stop in my path startled and look into the gossamer light of pre-evening for mom(ﬁi'tting my ears on this foreign
soil I listen. They taught once in the physical sciences how sound can travel through elements. I remember that and
listen hard. In the past four years, I have heard chambers of my heart unlock innumerable times to let out excess
memories and words. ;

The waves are too high sometimes. It takes days to convalesce.

When Pujo nears, the irises of the sky changes and it seems to be the same florid blue interspersed with puffs of
distilled cloud everywhere, every year. That sky and the air collude to yh;ow me off course. I stay on my couch and |

fly out anticlockwise-- a sad satellite following the chimera of long goﬁe festivities ---
4

In that unspecial mofussil, in those days when there were not many ﬁnart kids onmachines around, a few rickshaw-
pullers were hired by a few rich business owners at the begmmng y% the season to announce that it was time. The
rusty rickshaw-men carried tableaus of ‘Ma taara bastralaya’ nd ‘P. N. Das & sons’ (only address for quality gold),
playing lines from archetypal pujo songs on their bedizen )ﬁlcles around the town that was still fetid with the
rotting sludge of the last monsoon flood. Sun shone brightly on the last days of the half-yearly tests. Those

afternoons, mothers with jleat buns and braided daughters wert

out to the market to get new dresses.

Dresses and shoes, new and wrapped in smooth plasti 'V}/er andled with unnecessary care and put with other new
things and pastels and books into the suitcase our mother packed for the vacation at the village home. Of course,

before that we slept w1th the shoes and the dresses b§ the
) o'l
) \ .

pillow and tried them a thousand times.

the house. For next: ed to her growth. And we shrank. Her head went
through the ﬁrr’a
and curled do{yn' a ler the gro \nd the air moistened in effort to keep the heat

. 4 :

d power of having her on his back, the monster

and eight

-



over hallow foods and balloons of color, We the wives and husbands and wrinkled and widowed, we

-"
fasted

waterless, we who drooled and dozed off, we the mortals of matching bangles with the bindi, we mispronounced the

chants and played with vermilion until she went into the river, watery eyed, alone.

We all melted together in the fire of her soul.

Troy Dental Care

Proud Sponsor of Dentists R Us
(A School based Mobile Dentists Program)

Cleaning/Fluoride Crowns/Bridges

Digital X-Rays Extractions
Filings Root Canals
Braces Teeth Whitening

New Patiellt special Discount
Most . .
$ 6 5 Pricing
Insurances
Accepted for those
Includes: Cleaning, Exam, X-rays without
NEW PATIENTS ONLY Insurance

Dr. Darshika Shah, BDS, MDS, DDS
Dr. Jose Aviles IV, DDPH, DDS
Dr. Sri Sudha Bopanna, BDS, MDS, DDS

248-879-7755

38865 Dequindre, #105, Troy, MI-48083
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BT Syeets & Cafe

A Home of Authentic Bangladeshi Cuisine

11945 Conant Ave, Hamtramck, M| 48212
Ph: 313-891-8050

Mitra Family

Anjan, Sarbani, Tanisha, & Anish
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S
Eight Days in Rio (A~
I spent just 8 days in Rio with its white beaches, towering mountains and scenic docks - the secon: }gest city in
Brazil and the state capital of Rio de Janeiro. But I realized quickly why it is referred to as the Marvelous City!

Sagp——

It’s a paradise built between nature’s magnificent creations and home to one of the worlgi,? ’gﬁ(dfwonders. On one
side stretches the beautiful yet unforgiving ocean and on the other, lush green mountains some of which are home to
millions of poor people who live along the mountain side in homes called favelas. A cit ‘(lt in the midst of the
yearlong sun and gorgeous blue water where the wealthy share homes in areas called Copacabana, Ipanema, and
Leblon where a small 2 bedroom apartment can be worth over 3 million dollars. A paradox1cal city of beauty, joy,
riches, and poverty, a changing vibe challenged by old school ethics which can OW it difficult to support
their massive economic success and need for more infrastructure. All this coexists for one primary purpose - to enjoy
each day to the fullest until the very next. The concept of live for today is evident everywhere. I can say for most
people perhaps this is the mantra. This is not something one can master in a week or even in a year; it needs to be

'y felt in your blood or you may simply never fully understand or even worse misunderstand it!!

R 2

~na§»!"'!1ﬂ§"&?

)
driver has a keen sense of the other thus'you don't se&is many crashes as the reader may be envisioning. What

: ¥ 3
 strikes me as unusual is amidst all th1s chaos I saw y:) e small auté and bus collision!

.y

! The 1nternat10nal a!1rport is tiny co‘m,ared to the 6. !’ 11 1 ‘eople ;.n th1s city (this compares to 12 million in Sao

g Paulo Brazil's largest city). enyou grab your bags and ’t rrd 0 leave you will be greeted by friendly faces 5

eager to drive ydu in l',ir cabs. I'l i - the s are saf r.l d Very blean English is not going to help you .
' .

here! Practice P

So let me begih'
and essentia]ﬁn



the very best part is when you go there for a whole day you don't have to plan to bring anything other,.,ﬂ{ah yz)urself
and shorts or a brazini (the Brazilian version of the bikini). From chairs to umbrellas to water to good food to
alcohol to shopping (even flying kites) it's all brought to you!! I mean literally everything is at your‘ﬁ‘ngertips you
just have to wake up and decide today I want to go to the beach - really something to experience. Everything is
available for sale or rent. The views, the water, the miles of beachfront and the energy fr,on'l'fh.egeople are all a part

of the entire experience which should make the bucket list for people who like that sort of leisure.

-
" »
-

The men are fit, stylish and very trendy (they love AX and Abercrombi.e) the women are almost always in high heels
except on the sand of course (though actually a few were in heels there'as well). They are well dressed and they
flaunt their bodies as if they are each the reincarnation of the sea mermaid whom some worship. I will say if you
think Brazil is full of beautiful women you will be disappointed’beclause that was not my experience but like most

" places they had their share of attractive people. What is uniquq is vyhat I call th¢ brazini. --- You need to picture this
because it leaves nothing to the imagination! But what is more attractive is their personality perhaps and their way of

life. Once you understand and appreciate both together the? the individual beauty multiplies significantly...

.
' It is a culture which for some reason is very much infatuated with looks and perfection; it is not an ideal for ones

- i
who lack self-confidence'or even a certain amount of vanity. Pay attention: I used the term self-confidence and not
good looking because while the majority of the peopl th'er ay not good looking; they are however self-confident

- and that my friends can be a pretty powerful attribute. -

.
/

The view from my hotel was breath-taking. I could'sﬁe two mountain peaks; one with the statue of Christo Redentor
| (Christ the redee‘fner) a symbo eace which was .gl ed to by the French. It was built between 1922 and
1931. It is 130 feet tall'and 98"
Mountain in th9 forest. ¢ and there iS good reason for it. It is mostly made from
soapstone an({,ce a level is c.alled "Sugar Loaf Mountain" (the name
was coined b" of the sugar cane trade). It was a:1 awe%me
way to enjoy rs unwinding after a long joutney -

away from as via

nique experience in itself as i
cable cars. i

' f‘ y dangling



of Christ is simply breathtaking; not only because of its sheer size, but because when you look at Hir;x){oil.zire likely

to feel his presence. After all I guess most of us believe in being protected by a higher power.
-

The city was primarily built by Europeans (Portuguese, Dutch and French) and the Romans wrote the guide books
on how to build cities! So generally their concepts have been replicated by most others. (At-:lzaét.'tﬁis—is my opinion).
The downtown area is not exceptionally impressive it has the basics, a beautiful library, epera house, government
building and the city centers are nicely decorated with statues and public areas. The publicjr'ahsport system is
decent, the underground trains or subways were awesome, very clean and very easy to navigate. However, I found it
frustrating that they were not always open. My prediction is that in a few years this will.be an area of continued
improvement as this country emerges as a global powerhouse and a city of choice. Ldidn't have the pleasure of
having to wait in lines for services such as banking or purchasing tickets so I can't comment but I have heard this can
be frustrating for most Americans. Food wise I experienced good seafood at a lecal restaurant in the Leblon area. It
was awesome seafood actually and it is the only meal I will remember. Frankly the beef I ate did not meet my
expectation and left me with a feeling of "this can't be it" but nonetheless the ma_ss'Rfe left overs from that meal were

also shared with a few hungry locals so I left with a feeling of a minor achievement.

I felt the city get ready for the December 31st celebrations to honor the sea goddess, Lemanja. Preparations were in
progress over several days, perhaps months; and the pulse was being felf all over the city. Do get to the beach front
carly around 8pm to secure a spot of pristine beach of your own; perha}ﬁs mark your section with coconuts do
whatever it takes to secure your spot, but remember not to worry because everything will be brought to you just like
any other day! There were over 2 million people at the beaches of Ci;pa Ipanema and Leblon and the entire sky was
lit up for 22 minutes with magnificent earth shaking ﬁreworks.I can still feel the thunder in the sky and smile as I
close my eyes to picture the colors. Twelve massive cruise s 1ps dlso joined the party on the beach as they watched
from a distance. In fact the soul of the people could be felt as every one of the 6 million joined in that night to mark
the New Year; a new beglnnlng for new hopes and dreams. T e best part was this was a family event and age didn't
mean a thing which to me, made it all the more special. The culture of touchlng the waters after midnight and
jumping over the waves 7 times after New Y ear for y(‘r wishes to come true was endearing and made a very sweet

memory for ever. ' - ’
-

Overall the expepence was better thgn what I had 15‘1, g1 ed. Simply put, it is such a naturally beautiful country that

words can't do _]q‘stlce to it. Thi

people are friendly, lﬁl aji, k}nd,  sweet, trusting and amazing hosts. No wonder
o |
my eight days 1mR10 leﬁ me : | b 'all y
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The Culture of Durga Puja

As I walk by the tall maple tree looking into the third floor wing of my high school and watch the summer green of
its leaves give way to the fiery crimson of autumn, I am reminded that the time has come ongee again for our largest
cultural gathering of the year: the Durga Puja. Every year, adults and children alike look fqrwaf& in anticipation of
this celebration of culture and community, an event that brings us all closer through tradition and religion and gives

us a chance to take pride in a truly wonderful group of people with an incredible heritage!

Although I have never experienced what Durga Puja is like back in my parents' homeland, the memorable
experiences I have had in celebrating it here in America tell me that it is for sure an amazing occasion with a very

special background.

Coming to Durga Puja means spending quality time with a great group of people with whom we have very much in
common but do not get to see very often. Although it requires us to rise early on Saturday and Sunday to catch the
morning anjali, it provides us with two and a half days to exchange stories and share laughs, in turn forming bonds
and strengthening existing ones. When [ was in elementary school, this was accomplished by running about the Puja
venue, devouring lots of Snack Pack pudding, and partaking in general horseplay with other young kids. Although
our means of having a good time have since changed (with the exceptiqn, perhaps, of the pudding), the result is the
same: a celebration not only of culture, but also of friendship. Whether it be done over bowls of prasad, at the

jewelery vendor's table, in the audience of the cultural program,

it is undeniable that Durga Puja brings us closer together as a

community.

As an individual who has performed as a part of Path Bhabqfi, I
can wholeheartedly say that much of the anticipation I felt"

Il

leading up to Durga Puja was caused by the fervent preparatio'ri

il

taken to ready the students of Bangla School for our program,'
Every year, parents help to teach the children a mix of poeml‘s,
songs, and dances to perform as a group for the Puje" The most
challenging, fun, and rewarding performances for mé, however,
were the plays. It is very cool to iee'young people of so hle}ny
ages and abilities, from‘four-y‘é?&)lds who are up o;} § stage "" /
for the first time to‘high school ors who couldﬂh&g ‘
. Even though out W'e.

cooperate to p’ul 0 nderful

behind our perfo
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through adda, but also through culture. There is a strong heritage at the base in the traditions we col%ﬁoom

prayer to food, and as I continue to appreciate our customs, I find myself sitting with my friends in the auditorium

watching the cultural program instead of playing outside, unfailingly beckoned to the evening f;araﬁg_t—he‘f-amiliar

beating of the dhak. 1 see Durga Puja as a time to immerse myself in the traditions in which.my reots lie, to pray for

another prosperous year, and to truly appreciate my culture: a culture of friendship and a,cyﬂgof tradition.
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PROVIDENT
DENTISTRY

Dr. Saloni Dr. Alan Dr. Reem
Sharma Kessler Saywa

We Specialize in Preventative, Restorative & Cosmetic Dentistry!

CEREC Technology ¢ Crowns ¢ Implants ¢ Invisalign « Snoring &
Sleep Apnea Treatment * Roots Canals * Mouth Guards ¢ Filings ¢
Custom Whitening Trays ¢

No Insurance? No problem. We offer an in-house benefits plan for
adults and children! For as low as $21/mo patients receive twice-a-
year cleaning, exams, X-Rays and up to 40% off on procedures.

New Patients, Walk-Ins and Same-Day Emergencies Welcome!

Call Us Today: 248-471-0345

40105 W. Grand River Rd. Suite #1
Novi, MI 48375
ProvidentDentistry.com

‘Wishing 11ll Bichitra Members a Happy Durga Puja!

Our heartfelt thanks to all the Bichitra members who donate
so much of their time and talent to entertain all of us.




Visionary Figments
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— ALISHA D.

AGE: 8 YRS.

“FINGER TIP PAINTING”,
AN ART WORK CREATED
USING FINGER TIPS ONLY
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~ — AUREL CHATTERJEE

)45; - AGE: 6 YRs.

PENCIL/CRAYON SKETCH
AND SMUDGES
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— ISHANI SENGUPTA

AGE: ?'YRS.

“MAA DURGA WINS OVER
ENCIL

SKETCH-C| S’TROKE
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. — SARBANI SENGUPTA
> AGE: 8 YRS.

“BIRD SITTING ON A PUSSY WILLOW”, PENCIL
‘ SKETCH-CRUSHED STROKE




AWARDS  TROPHIES PLAQUES
GIFTS EMBROIDERY ~ VARSITY JACKETS

(248) 588-7845
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Sending you heartfelt

Sharadiya

Greetings

Rita & Jay
Chakraborty
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