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From the Puja
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Py B
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Py Py
Py Py
;,vzvf On behalf of Bichitra [ would like to take the privilege to welcome you all to this year’s Durga Puja. ;g.g
7% An Engineer by profession & working asa VP in an Aerospace company, I also enjoy getting involved in %
:?; community activities. I feel happy to devote my diligence and hard work to bring smiles to the faces of the :?;:
z”-%: members of my community - Durga Puja is undoubtedly the most appropriate platform to exhibit that. :"%“:
;‘iﬁ have been actively involved with the club since 2016 and would like to thank the Governing Body for giving ;ﬁ;
% me an opportunity to serve as the key role of Puja Chairperson for two years in a row. %
% As you are all aware this year’s Puja will be a special and unique one. %
:?; [t is beyond any doubt that 2020 is the most bizarre year of our lives causing traumatic socio-economic :?;
:"?; losses to people and the nation globally - sparking fears of impending economic crisis and recession. The ;@3
% entire planet has been affected and if there is an end in sight, it’s still pretty blurry. The current crisis is %
% unlike any most us (and even our forefathers) have seen or dealt with before. =
% Gregarious by nature, the whole humanity has merged into a mode of depression due to the absence of %
::i social activities in consequence of the prevailing pandemic situation. But Life still has to continue :%«
:Q“.; whatsoever - we have to keep moving despite all negatives - of course with full protection, precaution and :2;
% abiding by the stipulated regulations imposed by Regulatory authorities. Let us take this crisis as a %
& . . . . o L . i
= challenge - inculcate our innovativeness and invest in it to defeat the venom of the invisible virus. iy
e e
% As always “Bichitra” felt the need to think outside the box to deal with the situation. Rising to the occasion, %
::;“5 Bichitra started focusing things at a different angle emphasizing the need to use the latest technologies. We ;’:}:
::;va arranged a hybrid concept of executing the Durga Puja event virtually (on-line) in tandem with in-person :".;g
% option keeping in focus the safety and security of the members following strictly the boundary limits %
% assigned based on Government regulations and restrictions. =
iy The hands behind the success of the puja are too many to be covered in this limited space. This year the b
:?; scenario is different - creativity takes precedence on everything else. The challenge is to use the technology =
;.@3 in the smartest way to meet our objectives. Such execution is new to us and it will be a “first time 'y
i experience” for everyone. To implement the whole new process needs some herculean efforts. By the time %
i i
b people read this message, the test will be over and the result of the exam will be declared. Irrespective of b
:%: the outcome whatsoever, [ would like to use this forum to express my deepest gratitude and acknowledge :"53
Z“?; the tireless effort and due diligence of the entire team. Last but not the least, Kudos to the sponsors for :g:
;§; extending their support amidst the negative prevailing situation. With all your blessings, we hope to ;ﬁ;
% succeed in our new endeavor and bring happiness to all. 5
0 %
::%: All are requested to visit our website www.bichitra.org and look for other details. ::!::
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DURGA
PUJA 2020
Oct 24 & 25

SATURDAY MORNING
10 AM PUJA
11 AM ANJALI
NOON Lunch
1 PM SouravDas

SATURDAY EVENING
6 PM ARATI

7 PM Dinner
8 PM Sohini Mukherjee

* All Puja activities will be viewable on YouTube Live

* Free admission if coming to temple only for puja
* Face mask is required for in-person participation

Sunday, Oct 25th, @ 6:30 PM

Bichitra virtual cultural program

Featuring artists Goutam Ghoshal, Shuvo
v~ Das, and others from India, Bangladesh,
and the USA with a variety of songs,
dances and plays
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% Righteousness will always prevail

With Goddess’s “Chaksudaan” been complete, we invoke Her
blessings with our Performing Arts
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LINKS to PROGRAM SCHEDULE

% % %
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https://www.bichitra.org/2020-durga-puja-saturday-prog
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https://www.bichitra.org/2020-durga-puja-sat-eve-program

https: //www.bichitra.org/2020-durga-puja-sun-eve-pro
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S{O1UISVANYAIDYRS] - The Winner of 2011 Zee Bangla Sa Re Ga Ma Pa show,going strong. Since then, has

performed in numerous events all over the world and mesmerized his audience with his versatile performances
- from old soothing Hemant Kumar songs that take you to a different world to fast and rhythmic Mohammed
Rafi songs that will propel you to get on your feet and enjoy the moments with your moves.

v
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)

E

EVENING

SOHINI VUGS 813S ~ Born on January 20th 2000, in a musical family at Asansol..Started learning

= music from her mother & then from Sree Falguni Banerjee who is a disciple of sree Manabendra Mukherjee. At
the age of 7 she started her singing career by participating in a reality show named "E Tv Bangla Tarana". She
was a semi finalist on that show...In 2008 she participated in Sa Re Ga Ma Pa little champ ..she was a top 10
ontestant there..In 2015 she was selected in an all India based competition which was held by 92.7 Big FM "
enadryl Big Golden Voice season 2" judged by Shankar Mahadevan ji..She was the only participant selected
by Shankar ji from all over west bengal & she was the West Bengal Champion. In 2016 she participated on

Bengal's biggest reality show Zee Bangla Sa Re Ga Ma Pa.. at the age of 18 she started traveling abroad for her
! own concerts & shows..Meanwhile she had been singing a lot of her original songs for different social platforms
at the same time for different TV programs & serials like Rani Rashmoni, Bhanumotir Khel, Guria Jekhane
Guddu sekhane etc composed by Joy Sarkar, Upali Chattopadhyay, Raja Sarkar & many more renowned music
directors.. She's also a former anchor of Kolkata Doordarshan. She hosts a well known popular musical morning
show on DD Bangla. Recently she is learning music from her Guru Sree Goutam Ghoshal who is a renowned
artist, music director, composer, lyricist & a very well known voice trainer in Bengal.
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Sunday Oct 25, 2020

Lubna Shamrock and Anurati Roy

Sohini Mukherjee (continuing from Oct,24)
Shuvo Das

Goutam Ghosal

Mayuri (Indian Dance Group) - https://dancemayuri.org/
Canton and Troy Path Bhavan — our own talented students
Natok by Subhash & Nabanita Dutta

Emcee's — Partho Ghosh & Jhulan Chatterjee
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SHUVO DAS

Shuvo started the journey with music at the age of 6. He was introduced to music by his mother Shrimati Anna

* Das. After that, his association with music gradually increased. It became a habit to sing songs at different
rellglous programs of the villages where he was regularly invited. As usual, he had a great attraction

= for Kirton (One kind of Devotional Song) which is one of the devotional songs. He was also drawn to Lalon Fakir
= Songs. Thus his journey with music continued with the course of time. Around 2009 he started to take lesson on
= Classical Music under the renowned classical singer Swarnamoy Chakraborty in Chittagong. At present, he is
taking lessons on music under the famous music director & singer Sri Goutam Ghoshal at Kolkata in India.
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https://dancemayuri.org/
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% = Nowadays, He has been a regular singer of Bangladesh TV at Chittagong Centre. Besides, he has been holding
jrg programmes at different private TV Channels of Bangladesh. Shuvo likes singingall sorts of songs. Among
iz them, Classical based Bengali song, Nazrul Sangeet, and the old Bengali Modern Songs are mostly liked by

= him. He feels comfortable singing this type of songs very much.

=

3
Singer /Music teacher/Live performer, residing in South Calcutta (24 parganas). She grew up in Paschim Bardhaman,
started learning music from the age of 3. Her parents are her First Music Gurus(Father was a music teacher & a student of

the renowned Artist respected Sagar Sen Sir & mother is a very good Rabindra Sangeet artist). At the age of 7, Anurati

started formal trainingin classical music from "Sabyasachi Sengupta”, been learning music for almost 18 years. Genres:

Rabindranath Tagore song, Bengali Adhunik, Filmi (Hindi /Beng/ Panjabi),Pop, Classical ,Semi classically , Devotional

,Folk. Has done School / College : GMGHS School/ T.D.B COLLEGE( Paschim Bardhaman). Her Achievementsinlude 3

: Tv channel Colors Bangla "Gaaner Gnuto” champion (2017), As a guest singer, she was invited for a special singer
episode from Zee Bangla TV Channel (2018). In 2010, she won first place among the girls at the" Bengal Music Festival"

which was held at the Mahajati Sadan in Calcutta.Her Youtube debut : Year 2016

LUBNA SHAMROCK

She wears lots of Hats- Singer/live performer/youtuber/artist/banker. Her hometown is Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir but
born & brought up in West Bengal. Started learning music at the age of 4 from her mother, later on learned classical from
v@ © Pandit. Ajoy Chakraborty(ShrutiNandan) , Bimal Mitra, Gayatri Chandra & presently learning classical from Jayanta
= Pandey(Kolkata) and commercial music from Mrs. Jnumur Chatterjee ( former female groomer of SareGaMaPa ZEE
Bangla) Learned Nazrulgeeti, Adhunik, Bhajan & Semi-classical from Tapan Dey for almost 3 yrs.
ﬁ = Genres ; Nazrulgeeti, Rabindra Sangeet, Semi classical, Bengali Adhunik, Bollywood & Devotional.
i = Achievement: West Bengal State level 3rd in Nazrul geeti (kirtan) - 2017, performed as a child artist in Akashvani
%.v‘ Srinagar and DD Kashmir, participant in "Eto Sur Ar Eto Gaan" DD Bangla - 2012, winner of Zee Bangla Happy Parents
5 Day Season 2 episode 1(2016), also invited as a guest artist in Zee Bangla Rannaghar.

i dGOUTAM GHOSAL

i Started music lessons and writng lyrics inspired by his Mother, Smt. Usharani Ghosal at very early age , although there
Was no musical or artistic atosphere at home. His ShiskshaGurus are Sri NityaGopal Charabarty, Ustaad Daud Khan, Smt.
Aparna Deb and Smt. Sanjukta Ghosh. The professional music life starts in 2000, prior his prime focus was in Classical
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Musw Genres.First Album, “ Megh Pakhi”, following are Bondhu,Nana Ronger Gaan, Roddur, Antyamil, Mojleesh,
BanlBandana KamalGeeti. Most Notable ones are “ Bye Bye Bangkok™ and “ Choye Chuti”. He has done several

T

* succeful Music direction and Background scores of Bengali Teleserials Ttitle Tracks. Originator of Creative Bangla

2k

Gaan,around 500 tracks been created- out of which se veral are very popular.
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Dominic, Morgan, Nicole,
Shubhayu, Angela,
Rita & Joy Chakraborty
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Happy Durga Puja to
all friends and families
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Daxton, Rintu, Lindsay, Rohin,

Shipra and Susanta
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from: the Ghosh and Ray families
Runa-di, Ruby, Ravi, KriyaShakti, Gigi
Partha & Jayanta
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Wish you great sd'ccess health and
happiness on this Durga Puja
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Sharadiyar shubhecha aar abhinandan

Rakshit Family
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37196 Dequindre Road, Sterling Heights,
MI 48310.
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MODERN DENTISTRY =

& RAFFI BELIAN DDS

Implant, Cosmetic
and General Dentistry

(248) 828 1033

& / EREE 5980 Rochester Road
IMPLANT Troy, M| 48085

S A\ CONSULT www.drbelian.com
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When they are

important enough to
put their name on it.

HIGHEST HONOR

DRNENENE DR N

— AWARDS & RECOGNITION —

WWW.HIGHESTHONOR.BIZ

%éay /fecay/zfébﬂ /é/‘!‘ﬂ/lﬂ/

FIND YOUR BEST OPTION AT LOWER COST!

Schedule Your Free Consult

Recelve $25 Gift Card or $50 Treatment Credit!
Liraited to Implant, Dentwes & Crowns = Hew Patlents Onty

Or. Sumea Or. Hemss

0)/PROVIDENT

1S 11
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Y |248-471-0345
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OLD STONE

CR BEA'M ERY

Cold Stone Creamery, Farmington
Store #20678
33175 Grand River Avenue
Farmington, MI 48336

Email: csc20678@gmail.com
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s ADVANCED DENTISTRY

vww.rochesteradvanceddentistry.com
Phone: (248) 656-2020

[fsar / SFo1T 3839 28 )

s STo B o%s oTp STp SBe T oIy Ty Ta T oTs 8
AININSAIHNSE

ARNINI NSNS WS

K]

5

s s oTn oFs s oV Fs Tn T T2 T

RNENENENENRNE NS NG NE NG

s oBs oD oFs oTa oB o2 O L Y N R N s o0 0B 0B oTn
AINIRNIRRRE RS RS NG NG NS R WRNS NS NI NI NI NI NI VR NI VR NI VR VR NI AR AR NS

AINE

{i

o o 2 o B B Os SOs s Tn Tp ATp Tn s s oI o o o O 22 oTa o%e o3 T
: R e : Sarasnh

% RO

3




FRRARBBARAAAAARAARAAAAAAAAAARARAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAAARARARAAABANRE
e b5
o )
b -
< )
b -
o )
b Y

0 & {1 W 1 7,

wa
- - -
na ne
- ~
= »
'y El s g
na 53
= =
n& 7
o -
5 53
) =
5 2%
) =
5 53
= =
5 53
- -
5 e
= =
5 e
= =
e A
= -
5 e
= -
we we
) =
we e
) =
we e
) =
we e
= -
we e
= -
we e
ne B
ne B
= -
e B
= -
e B
= -
e e
- -
e e
- -
b a
= -
wa e
- -
% o
- -
% na
- -
% na
- -
o na
- -
o na
- -
o na
- -
b na
- -
b na
- -
wa na
- -
wa ne
- ~
wa ne
= )
2‘.»::@ [ ] () 3&&5"
na 53
= =
= =
= =
5 53
) -
5 53
) =
5 53
= o o i
5 .
= -
= -
o . o
= -
7 :
) =
% %
= -
e e
) =
we i
) =
we e
) =
ne i
ne e
) o
ne e
ne e
= -
ne B
- -
e B
- -
e B
s -

o o
b b
) oo
e e
) =
e b
) =
e by
) =
b e
) =
b by
) o
we EYd
) =

= Michigan Healthcare i

OAKLAND MEDICAL GROUPDIVISION | PROFESSIONALS

bYd bYd
s -~

£ [sar / fFoIT 5839 29 £

oTa o¥s o¥s s o¥s o¥ s o¥p o¥ s o¥n o¥ AYa o¥p o¥ AVa o¥p o¥ oYs o¥p o¥ oV ¥a o¥ oV Vs o¥ oV Vs o¥ o¥ Vs o¥ o¥ SYa o¥ o¥ s o¥p o¥ s o¥p o¥ SYa o¥p o¥ s Vs o¥ o¥s ¥p o¥ oV ¥a o¥ oV Vs o¥ o¥ ¥a o¥ o¥ oV o¥s o¥ o

““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ S e




R SR S 0 3 S5 S S R R P 0 3 53 S S S R R 3 S 3 5 S I S S R R R 3 S0 5 S S R T VR 3 3 5 S S R R B0 0 3 5 3 S S R R S 0 S 00 S B S VS R R B S S SIS R
~~~~~~~~~ 3vv'~i’
A‘!. s
AR e
g‘ s
A e
A"" s
= &
A"“ s
bl b
a¥a e
Py %
A"“ s
s\’vv@ a"%
e -
Wﬂg 3;%
o ]
= &
o s
= &
A 2.
2 iy
b ]
] Fruit & Vegetable Market =
i 2
& i
7% G \/jsafeec ver =
X, Py
Y &
LI - - =
s i
) o
ine Mile Road, -
4680 East Nine Mile Road, =
o¥a -~a
MI, 48091
Warren,
i A
X o
S o
AR b
N )
AR %
" A
AR %
" iy
o L
) i oFa
g . . e
" A
R 4 4 \ N
= DESI MASALA ¥ o K
5»% M A S A I_A i & R ; ; Cacnnggcrvkcs o
= — = s.v"?
Restaurant P
= 2 Syt : , g
i ' | Y Banguet
e In side the Desi Bazar e : &
w8 DE | TR e &
[} - 3 . o~
= " Ay : Capacity upto 400 People %
= S k ; . i
s%“‘; <5 4658 E. Nine Mile Rd, Warren, Ml 48091 ;&i
% i & ' Tel: 586-275-4255, § desihallwarren =
% 72 ‘ansew, wissoss I PH. 586-806-6303 Il TT- %
= &
i &
e &
% 2
= - i
& Food Wholesale |
roz
& K " 25212 Ryan Rd | i
g =
FOODS P H . 58 - - Warren, Mi 48091 || &
o — o
AR o
" A
A &
by (% g s STOREAT4s 75 %
Py g o %
S o
R &
S )
R L
e -
AR L
S )
e L
2 s
b Exd
) o
b b3
) oYa
b EY
- o
b X,
iy i
P i
T o
R EY
% 30 ik
2 Rifsar / GFoIT 3829 %
s;:(‘:g .'. .'l .'l .'l l'l l'. l‘h l'- lﬁ l'- A'. a¥a o¥a o¥a o¥a oNa oNa oNa o¥a oV o¥a o¥a sNa oNa o¥a o¥a oNa oNa s¥a o¥a o¥Wa oNa oNa oNa oNa oNa sNa sNa sNa o¥a o¥a o¥a oNa oNa Vs N oV o¥a o¥a s¥a sVa oNa Vs oNa oNa oNa s¥a o¥a o¥a oNa oNa oNa oV o¥a oNa o¥a

N S S N N S N N N N S N N N N

W




= T oTn o%s Tn oV oFs Tp oV Fn Tn o%s Tn Tn 0% Ty Vs oFs Ty Vs oFs Ty oY Tn Vo o¥ Tn Vo oFs Tp oV oTs ATy oV Ts Ty oY Tn Vs oY Tp Vs oTs Tp oV Tn Tp oY Tn oFn oFn Tn s T
Y VR DR VR DS TGS VS TGS 9068 2068 9068 TGS 2068 0GS 2068 D08 2048 9068 TGS 0168 TGS D048 TGS 20148 DS D04 0168 TGS V68 D04 D048 DS D048 D68 TGS 2068 DV V68 DS 2048 968 TGS 068 TGS V68 TGS P08 VS TGS VS VG u“‘v;:@
e ]
o~
b

(9 Eye Level ON AR’

MEET YOUR
EYE LEVEL TEACHER
= % ANYTIME, ANYWHERE!

BIRITOIRIRIETONIN

e
)

4

R

%%
2

.
RSB

_——‘— -~ . >
« Online Classes féew"erj:)g;cggs'er Hils

* Individualized Instruction ; &
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248-247-2403

o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
b
o
b
o~
b
o~
o
b
o
b
o
b
]
b
o
bYd
o
bYd
o
bYd
o
by
-]
by
-]
Yy
-]
Y
-]
Yy
-]
Yy
-]
EYg
-]
EYg
-]
EYg
o%s
EYd
o
EYg
o
EYd
-
EYd
o
EYd
o%a
Y
o%s
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o%a
Y
o
g
o~
EYg
o
g
o~
by
o
bYd
o~
by
o
s
o
o
e

eoeIes

i

§ Pl B Pl Bl bR P PRI I bR e PRI I B LR PRI PRI bR PRI B R PRI PRI EE PR PRI I B e PRI

S
)

o)

a4,
““< 4

: b \Z
it A joyous Durga Puja!
A CELEBRATION OF PASSION & DEVOTION
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Pandemic - a Quest

L L T

[ heard this mighty “P” word while in school,
Never thought would meet “HER” crossing my 50;

EPREPR PR

LRI TR TR0 TR TR0

Accustomed to enjoy every second of life,
chase to reach my own summit
Busy with dreams, socials, acronymed Ms. Nifty!

o

[ used to breathe the morning dews

Bragged symphonies of life’s hues.

Used to buzz as socalled busy bee, working, gathering, manning
For felt in control of my life as the old surrey still being.

Suddeness of Life been warned by distant voices

Of an unseen villainy reaping lives

One by one - extending uncountable dicey dies!

COVID-19, Touched the id.

My fancy dream, “stay home work”, realized at an exorbitant price.
That word is now so hateful ..please God may it vaporize!

Mother Earth is having Her vacation to nurture and heal
Still, she’s being productive by providing us the daily meal.
The joy of being alive, conscience and wisdom of grateful,
Taught us “Be content, Life’s Dice ~ ultimate plate is full”.

Mighty Lord, O Holy Saviour! Come, come now,

As meek and helpless, we look upon THOU;

Free us from the clutches of cruel “P”,

We've suffered and learnt alot, Save our lives; Glories to THEE.

CCER AfeT; ¥

AAfaoTes - (T F A (ATR TN TIK A (TR
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FREEDOM IN AMERICA: A
NEW PERSPECTIVE
b n&
LY LY
i% When It All Began %
i i
LY LY
& It all began with government’s sincere efforts to grant people the freedom &
i envisioned by our founding fathers. The venerable First Amendment spelled i
i . : . i
i out in detail the meaning of freedom the government guarantees to every i
sﬁe person, establishing the universal system of freedom. For a while this system i3
i functioned beautifully, with America becoming the universal symbol of i
5 . . b5
% freedom. As our society progressively became more complex, however, i
& America started defining the real meaning of freedom. What followed then was %
& a period during which, while trying to stay true to the ideals of America’s %
& founding fathers, the country became mired in a never-ending task of &
Z,ff; preventing people from misusing loopholes and weaknesses in the existing Z%Z
Z";;Z: system. The result was predictable: over time, freedom in America did not :%;
2 remain free. Today, the myriad of legal interpretations and exceptions define Ky
N . . i
% the kind of freedom we enjoy. %
1 3;"\5
b d = LY d
& Externality: A Valuable Concept &
3 LY
& Not all activities are clearly defined as legal or illegal. Some also fall into the &
i grey area, causing confusion and disarray. A clear example today is that of the i
i freedom to attend large crowds with no face masks or violate social distancing i
i protocol. Another example of misusing the true spirit of freedom is to open a %
& restaurant in a downtown area where coronavirus is multiplying rapidly and »_rf
W& . . . . . . . . . . we
i the only sure way of fighting the virus is to maintain social distancing by closing i
b . .- . . ExYd
2 down the restaurant. If there is no specific law against it, then, of course, many &
Exd . e B
& people feel they have the freedom to engage in such activities. But what people &
% seldom realize is that by behaving in that manner they invariably expose others &
& to coronavirus risks, unintentionally hurting others and clearly misusing their %
%f sacred freedom. If that practice continues unchecked, then the government is :%Z
2 left with no alternative but to pass a law invariably restricting people’s 2
= freedom. 2
Py Py
by by
b b d
= Rfsar / GFoIT 384 44 i
i 5%
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%’zg This point requires further clarification. Our free enterprise system is based on z;::%
& leaving scores of decisions to individuals. People have the right to decide what &
% they do for entertainment, how they view the relationship between consenting %

adults, or even who they wish to socialize with. But there are individual actions
that adversely affect others do not fall within the definition of individual
freedom. Examples include polluting the public lake by dumping sewage,
affecting the atmosphere with gas emissions from cars, and refusing to wear
face masks to restrict the spreading of coronavirus. Each activity helps the
decision maker in some way by making things more convenient, cutting
business costs, and generate other benefits. In Econ 101 such events are called
“the externalities.” These require government intervention, simply because
such activities put others at risk who have no power to prevent these activities
from being undertaken.

New Definition of Freedom

PO E| BB E Pe B bR P PRI BRI B bR PR B IEY | bR PR PRI bR PR PRI R e

&

And that leads us to seek a new definition of freedom. Truly enlightened
Americans who understand the meaning of externalities might well interpret
the word “freedom” more rationally, as do the citizens of many other free
countries like Germany, Japan, and Taiwan. This is accomplished by voluntarily
refraining from engaging in these lawful but socially unacceptable activities.

RIS

BRI

EREE

390, 3%, 5%
B3

Against that backdrop I suggest that in America we embrace a new definition of
freedom. Americans have the right to enjoy freedom so long as they have the
maturity to voluntarily refrain from carrying on activities that result in
unacceptable externalities. That would help us achieve the best of both worlds:
create an exceptional land of freedom associated with voluntary avoidance of
externalities.

Dr. Sid Mittra

Emeritus Professor, Oakland University, Michigan

BEI Bl B E PE B R bR P P BRI bR PR PRI S| R bR PR PR bR PR

Is a founding member of Bichitra. With his musical group, he has
always been an active participantin Bichira's cultural programs.
Currently Mittra lives in Minneapolis but maintains close ties with
Bichitra.
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Our First Home in USA
X3 P . . . . . . e
i This is the story of our first home in U.S.A. We arrived at Philadelphia airport %
b X3
iy to get settled in U.S.A. in 1974. We were here before as tourists. My grandson 2
' Abu (nickname) Ranjit Ghosh was living in the suburbs of Philadelphia in i
= Manoa in an apartment. He came to the airport to pick us up. Abu had already 2
i arranged an apartment for us in the same building where he lived. i
£ EY
' You might say how could we have a grandson then, while our two daughters '
::Zi Ruby and Gigi were only 12 and 9 years old, respectively. In fact Abu is my ;3:
% cousins’ grandson, but as you may know the common custom in Bengali family &
j@ is that your brother’s or sister’s sons and daughters are also your sons and W
g &
Py daughters in category of family tree relation. I could not make it understood to Y
;; a non-Bengali person, so I refer to him as my cousin and my favorite young ;j
& relative. I used to baby-sit him in my school days. The reason is, his family &
% used to live in Puri in Orrisa. When his mother Annapurna (she was my i3
g g
i cousin’s daughter) used to come to Kolkata (baper bari) for a short time, she i
= wanted to see as many Bengali movies as possible. In those days there were :
?,%Z no Bengali movies shown in Puri. The reason being Orissa’s state language :
s‘:“vg - " - - Vg
% was not Bengali; it was Oria. Sometimes she (Annapurna) used to go to two

9

)
2% 2

shows in one day, and leave Abu with us.

)
2% 2

20
)

Now comes the story of 549 Rutgers Avenue. | had the idea of doing some

L2
BRI IRTRTIN IR TR0

3
£

> 20

research job in America by joining in some biology or biochemistry project, or
to take some courses which will enable me to do that. Abu told me about the

EEREEREEIER
E
PRI RS

University of Pennsylvania and other universities and medical schools located

»2h 2

in downtown Philadelphia. He was an engineer from India and had done some

w20 20

studies at Drexel University in Philadelphia. So I decided to go to Philadelphia.
[ had my new red Volkswagen Beatle. | decided to take the train instead of

S

2P %

driving. [ was told that in Manoa there was no train station in those days, but
from Swarthmore Village which was about 5 or 6 miles away, there was a

L e

train station which had service to Philadelphia.
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My husband Biswanath, short ‘Bisu’ knew about the station in Swarthmore,
since one of the branches of his office was there. Sometimes during the lunch

i L

RE B P e B P e EL e e )

W30

)
*

hour he would walk around the place. He told me that it was a very nice place

2 e

)
)

to live. Swarthmore is a suburb of Philadelphia, and many professors from the

39259
FRLER

University of Pennsylvania lived there. Also he had heard that the school
district was very good.

£

9 S5 S99 SHp
SRS

oy

:E We already knew the fact that in America not all school districts are good.

5}* That we learned from our previous experience. Three years earlier, while

;Z: going to Brazil we had that bad experience. Ruby, Gigi and myself had come to
2:;‘ U.S.A. for the first time. We stayed in the city of Elizabeth in New Jersey. As for

Bisu, he had come to America for conferences, so he did not have the occasion
to enquire about school districts. One of Bisu’s college fellows was at Rutgers
University in NJ and told him that one of his student’s had finished his PhD
early and gotten a job in a different state. The student was leaving his
apartment, and since there was still one month left on the lease contract he
was looking for someone to sublet the place. So we decided to rent the
apartment. We were waiting in America for our visa to go to Brazil.

% S35 Sh S5y Shp, Shp SHp Shy SHp Shy Sy Sty SHy Shy Shy S5 59
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e
%S5 Sp 5% Shn S%p SHm Shp SHn Shp SHR St Shn Shp, SAn SSE, SAR ShE, ShR SSE, Shp SO Shw SSR She SSR She SSR She SR She SR She SR Sh SR S% SR S%p SR S%e SR St SHR ShE SAR ShB ShR ShE ShR SSE, SAR ShE, SAR SO SS
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%Ei: [ saw that there was an elementary school just next door to the apartment
:E building. So we thought that for Ruby and Gigi it would be better to go to
? school for a month than stay in at home with no friends. That did not go well. |
: took them to the school and explained our situation to the principal. He was #
:E very keen to accept them. I noticed that the majority of students in the school Eﬁ
5: were black. We had lived in Nairobi in Kenya and Kampala in Uganda before. :E
:Z So the girls had acquaintances who were fellow black students, and played I:
2:: with them in the neighborhood. On the second day of school at 9 AM, there ?;:
2;: was a knock at the door. I opened the door of the apartment and found Ruby ?g;
2_‘; and the school principal standing there. Ruby had a black eye and was crying. | %f
ZE got a shock of my life. The principal was very apologetic and explained to me gig
;; what had happened. A fellow student had boxed her in the eye. I asked him to 25:
?%z come in. He said that little boys are a bit rough and as she was a girl who ?gi
sri looked different, she was a target. Fortunately, the wound was not severe. ?m
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;E He also repeatedly requested me to send her back to school when she was ZZE
& feeling better, so that the students should understand that there are many j;;
Eﬁ different types of people living in town. They better accept it. I just said ‘yes’. 3;2
:2 But in my mind I thought my daughter is not a guinea pig. So I never sent them 2
j back to that school. That is my previous experience with schools in America.

a: So one day I decided to go to downtown Philadelphia to explore. I drove to

:E Swarthmore train station and left my car there. I took the train to

5: Philadelphia, to the station near 30t street. | came out of the station and

2 stared walking towards 40% street, as | had been told that University of

Z:ZZ Pennsylvania was around there. Within one block I saw Hahnemann School of

ZE: Medicine. I knew from earlier days that ‘Hahnemann’ system of medicine is a

ZE homeopathic system of medicine. I just thought, ‘let’s see what possibilities

E; are there’.  went to the office and told the secretary my intention for coming

S

there. I asked if I could talk to the head of the Physiology department. I have a
Masters in Physiology. She told me that he was not there that day, but the
assistant department head was there. I agreed and she lead me towards his

i

x¥
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§ office. I was surprised to see a name tag ‘Dr. Chattarjee’ on the name board on

:§ his door. The name ‘Chatterjee’ is a typical Bengali name. It is a common

Ei: surname of people from West Bengal, a state in India. We entered the room as

:E she had already phoned him of our coming. We exchanged a few formalities. I

Z mentioned to him my reason for coming there. Then he said that day was not

a: very suitable for him for a meeting because he was going home soon; a realtor &
:E was coming to see his house. Then he explained that he was moving to a new EZ:
5: job at the University of Illinois and had already resigned from the Hahnemann :E
2 School of Medicine. I asked if he did not mind telling me where his house was 2
Z:ZZ located, since we were looking for a house to buy. He mentioned that his fj::
25: house was in Swarthmore. I thought how coincidental that was. I told him that ;?;
ajE we were looking for a home to buy in a good school district area like ;é
Z: Swarthmore. He added that he had already called his wife Janet to come to the j;
23; train station to pick him up.I told him that I could give him a ride home, as I 2”;
Z?; had left my car at the Swarthmore station to come to Philadelphia. I also told 25
:E him that I would like to see his house if he did not mind. Z*E
S
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So we took the train and arrive at Swarthmore train station. From there he
directed me to his house. It was a two storied red brick building with nearly

2V 2P 20
w2 h 2

BRI IRINIRININTRINNING

SRR SR SR SR SR SR SR SR SR e

:§ half an acre area. We entered the house by the front door and saw Janet was
:j: there sitting there in a large sofa in the large living room with heaps of dry 2
2 laundry folding them. There were three boys playing with a dog. The boys i

3

were between 2 and 8 in age and she was expecting another child. I also
noticed a cat sleeping on the sofa. The dining room was a reasonable size and

W2h 2R 29k 2N 2

a big kitchen with two stoves, one standard and one for only baking bread.
We went upstairs and saw that the master bedroom was quite big, then to the

i L L

boy’s room. It struck me that three walls were three different colors. She
explained that each boy had their own choice of color. She was preparing the
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other small room for the coming child. I thought that a coat of paint would
make the house habitable. In the garden there were many flowers, but

2 e

haphazardly planted. I also noticed a real hot chili plant, which Dr. Chatterjee
had brought in the form of seeds from Dacca. Dacca is the older name for the

D i )
SRZTRIIRTOIN TS

capital of Bangladesh. People from that area like very hot food, even more so
than people from West Bengal.
[ liked the house but in needed several coats of paint before we could start

L
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living there. One more advantage [ thought was Swarthmore College, which |
had heard was a good college. Eventually our older daughter Ruby went to

B3RS

)

)

9

Swarthmore College and I also worked in a lab at the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

R IR TR IR R TR

I told my husband about my adventure and asked to him to visit the place.
Within four months we moved into our home at 549 Rutgers Avenue in
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.
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Runa Ghosh (nee. Dutta)
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Born in Calcutta, West Bengal in 1935, was raised in a conservative family. From a young age
she was a voracious reader of literature. Breaking with tradition, she received her M.Sc. in
physiology from University of Calcutta, a coeducational institution. In 1960, within 15 days
of her marriage to Dr. Biswanath Ghosh they left for England. Following their professional
careers, they lived in Kenya, Uganda, Egypt, Brazil and Guyana as well as traveling
throughout the world. Bisu’s position with the United Nations FAO, brought them in contact
with people of culture from different countries. Runa Ghosh has two daughters and three

grandchildren and is a disciple of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission. She is a news junkie
and keeps up with current political and economic events.
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Fig.1 Typical face covering device (JC¥™) Fig. 2 : Distancing between

two human beings
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*)  WHO (World Health Organization) declared COVID-19 a Pandemic
on March 11, 2019
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THE SABARMATI ASHRAM AT GUJARAT - A Travelogue
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It is the time of the year..the typical Bengali psyche and emotions look
frantically to bust out the stress- go out somewhere, but amidst Corona where
to go...we are all trapped in our monotonous virtual reality and worried weary
rhythms ! So, here I am...opening my Pandora’s Box, revisiting my memaoirs.
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I'm sure many readers aren’t aware of this location or, visited the shrine - felt
this deserves to be told and if interested you may spend an entire day next time
you visit.
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Late September 2019, my husband and I thought no visit to Ahmedabad would
ever be complete without a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Sabarmati Ashram, also
known as Gandhi Ashram located in the Sabarmati suburb of Ahmedabad on
the bank of River Sabarmati. The precincts of the Ashram, its serene and
positive vibrations touched the core of my heart and I felt strangely
transformed. No wonder that this is the place where a man whom the world
knows simply as Gandhi lived and shaped the destiny of the world.

We started from Muscat, Sultanate of Oman to reach Mumbai. From Mumbai
Central Railway station, ADI Double Decker (12931) took us to Ahmedabad -
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R R P R P P P R PR PR I PR BRI PR BRI PR BRI PRt BRI PR BRI PRt BRI PR B PRt R PRt R PRt B P el B PR PR R PR B

Sabarmati Ashram. It feels a strange vibe as you unboard.. it was from this base F

here, in March 1930, Mahatma Gandhi led Dandi March, also known as the ;§:§

famous Salt Satyagraha. My husband being an Architect was enthralled to teach j;l:‘z

me the architecture which I am sharing - The Ashram’s architect was Charles :VE:.;;

Correa. Design features 5 interior rooms, enclosed by brick walls and wooden j’{;f:

louvered screens. These rooms now include a museum, Gandhi Smarak :";;;
P Sangrahalaya (MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE) gallery consisting of many paintings ;ng
zf:«: and photos of historic events of the Indian Independence Movement and Bapu's :»‘;;
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An important landmark at the Ashram is
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Gandhi’s cottage, Hriday Kunj at left.

» S5
Z03

: = Above is the Spartan quarters where
S Mahatma Gandhi stayed with his wife

Kasturba from 1918 to 1930. This is the

place where Mahatma Gandhi met many

National and International leaders who

sought his audience. Many of his personal

SBIRIRSIHIRINNIHIBN

BRI TR0 TR TR TRTOIINIR TN
)

:"f_; items, some originals, and some replicas :
Y can be seen in Hriday Kunj. This includes 3
:%: his famous Charkha or spinning wheel, :
z the same wheel with which he finely spun 1

=

Independence for India from British rule.
Sabarmati Ashram which is also referred
to as Mahatma Gandhi Ashram or simply
as Gandhi Ashram was an epicenter of
power and a very important place that influenced events that finally
culminated in the Independence of India on the 15th of August, 1947. It was in
the year 1917 that the Gandhi Ashram was born, which means that 2017
marks 100 years of Sabarmati Ashram. The Ashram was built on the banks of
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the river Sabarmati and served as Mahatma Gandhi’s home in Ahmedabad. He :f%:
stayed here with his wife Kasturba for a period of 12 eventful years. :"gzi

iy

There is also a cottage i called Z_":Ei:
Vinobha Kutir named O R after &
Acharya Vinoba have . = | = e who &
stayed here. Today itis = = also Z%:
known as Mira Kutir after :’%Z
Gandhiji’s disciple Miraben %
§ who later %

lived =

there, ;zjz

following Gandhi’s principle. j{ﬁ;

There are a library and a reading room. Also, 2

there is an archive having many letters from Z::

Gandhi, both original and photocopies. Z::

The Ashram bookstore, sells literature and :";;

memorabilia related to Gandhi, is also worth ;ﬁ;

visiting. The purchase of memorabilia and souvenirs is one of the most exciting ?;
activities for tourists and admirers. :"%:
Mahatma Gandhi once received a small statue of the Three Wise Monkeys as a ;Zj§
gift by a Buddhist monk from Japan, named Nichidatsu Fujii, whose bigger ;,’Z:i
version is near the entrance gate of The Sabarmati Ashram. This is one of the i

notable items to see. Interestingly the names of these three monkeys are
Bapu, Ketan, and Bandar, who speaks no evil, sees no evil, and hear no evil,
respectively. This inspirational message is very popular.

The view of Sabarmati River Front from the Sabarmati Ashram was marvelous.
The River Front is a star attraction of
visitors. The well-maintained parks
and gardens of the River Front have
enhanced the environment and
beauty of the place.

Fe505030IR0N0IRI0SN IR0

B3

)
9% 3%
SRR

QIRIpic)
Afox38 I (TG

Oman3if3at), Economist,
Greem gog, fbarw

A

SRR P P P

)
)

-

3%
Xt

BRI

63

N RN R AR AR AR NR DR AR AR DR RN RN RN RN RN RN RN R AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR NN ENE NN E NN NN NN NN E N E N E NG NG N E N E AR NG N R NE N RN R NE R NG NE B NENENENEHEHEHE RGN

S5
£




K]
%
&
%
%
%
%
%
%
”
5
%
%
”
5
”
5
%
:‘
:‘
K]
3
&
&
&
&
v‘
v‘
v‘
%
%
(]
(]
(]

la o¥a a¥a a¥a o¥a o¥a a¥a s¥a s¥a s¥a s¥a s¥a a¥a a¥a a¥a a¥a s¥a a¥a s¥a s¥a s¥a o¥a o¥s o¥a o¥a o¥a o¥a a¥a s¥a s¥a o¥a

o Sk S S S S S S S S ST SR S ST S ST S S S ST ST ST S ‘JJ‘.‘.‘._‘.—

R v? w‘u@ Sv'u@ Sv'ﬁ 5:1'\5 DRNRNEHR DR NS NEHE VR

.
®

S0
S
e
S

R0
%

Morning at Farmers’ Market
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“Ohh! So, this is what you call a Farmers’ Market!” - That was my reaction
when I visited a Farmers’ Market for the first time in the USA. I was both amazed
and confused at first when [ saw a donut counter, juice stall, and hot dog stand in the

59,
b 2a® 29k 2o b 2 2ab 2

market. Why they are not selling only vegetables here? Oh wait! Someone is selling
bird houses, t-shirts, and at the very left corner someone was selling hats. What?
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Hats? Why? Who thinks of buying hats while they are shopping for vegetables? Well,
this is normal here [ am told. This is what is known as a Farmers’ Market, something

o)

2RI
'
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)

o

that is quite different from what I have seen growing up in India.

20 P 290 2 2R

First, I have never called it a “Farmers’ Market”. It's ‘SABZIMANDI’. Yes, the
very SABZIMANDI that was my least favorite place to visit. I still remember those
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Sunday mornings, when my mom woke me up at 7AM to take her to the
SABZIMANDI. That was the best Sunday hangout place for her (not for me though). I
was to honor her request every time because she had a strong back up, my DAD. Just
because I still had a vested interest in staying at his house for a while, [ had no
choice but to take his girl out to the SABZIMANDI every single time. “Wait, let me

'"

take shower first at least!
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-  would say.

“Come on, move your motorbike from here. You are ruining my business.” [ was
already at the market’s parking lot and the lady on my left scolded me like [ was
nobody. She was sitting on the roadside on parking lot with small rug in front of her.
[ saw 7 lemons on that rug ready for sale. Just 7. “You can’t talk to me like that. I am
looking for a spot. Calm down.” I tried to show that I could be tough too. She clearly

BIBIBINIVIDIGINIVIDIGINIVII0T0

k)

did not like my response and proceeded to fold that rug from one side to reveal a

% 2%

wooden stick hidden under it. “OK then” and I quickly stepped away from there. I
like my legs working fine thank you very much and that stick looked pretty lethal -

o e L )

as if it could cause serious damage. So, I found a spot elsewhere and moved inside
the market with my mom.

i i e L )
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Well call it my good luck - at the entrance I stepped on someone’s tomato. I

2

entered the market with a similar feeling of a new daughter-in-law who comes
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& her husband’s house for the first time after marriage - terrified of the unknown! I &
% was flabbergasted to see the entire population of India in that market. They all i3
g Y
z wanted to buy vegetables at 8AM. Our first stop was at the potatoes and onion stall. =
= That potato guy was already fighting with one lady for 10 rupees. “How can you 'y
& charge 60 rupees for 3 kilos of potatoes. My husband bought it in 50 rupees last &
W& S
i week” the lady shouted. %
by Y
iy “Sorry, but this is the price. This is market rate. Take it or leave it. Other customers =
' are waiting.” Potato guy said this without even looking at the lady. She didn't like it =
& and she turned to me, “Look, this guy is so rude. How can he charge so much?’ %
o Now that was unnecessary pressure. Why should I care? Why are you dragging me =
s into this? But she asked me, and I had to say something. So, I decided to play safe by =
= saying, “I am not a farmer”. She raised her eyebrows with wide open mouth along =
i, with scary stare. She was not happy with my answer! She stared at me as if I asked
= her for both her kidneys. She lost the battle and left from there. i
% We bought 5 kilos of potatoes and 3 kilos of onions. Yeah, big family. I can declare it =
i as a small town by itself. Nevertheless, we started walking to the next stop. I was #
b b
2 already feeling as if I was carrying two large gas cylinders. The potatoes and onions i
X bYd
s were heavy. OMG! There are no restrooms here. I guess I'll have to hold it for a while =
= now. i
% The seller at the next stall yells, “My ladyfingers look like an actress. Tasty, tasty.... @
Y Y
= crispy, crispy...!” Probably the best way to sell ladyfingers. Who does not want =
= actresses at their home? “Look at this handsome bottle gourd. Charming!” he added. =
& Eventually we bought few star cast from there. We had a filmy background by then in i
i our bags but no film. as if it could cause serious damage. So, | found a spot elsewhere ::
b bYd
' and moved inside the market with my mom. '
£ . o
% Well call it my good luck - at the entrance I stepped on someone’s tomato. [ entered
2 the market with a similar feeling of a new daughter-in-law who comes to her %
% husband’s house for the first time after marriage - terrified of the unknown! Iwas
= flabbergasted to see the entire population of India in that market. They all wanted to =
s buy vegetables at 8AM. Our first stop was at the potatoes and onion stall. That =
?;“2 potato guy was already fighting with one lady for 10 rupees. “How can you ij:
'y charge 60 rupees for 3 Kkilos of potatoes. My husband bought it in 50 rupees last s
Py week” the lady shouted. iy
F== i
m o
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& Sorry, but this is the price. This is market rate. Take it or leave it. Other customers i
% are waiting.” Potato guy said this without even looking at the lady. She didn’t like it &
g Y
z and she turned to me, “Look, this guy is so rude. How can he charge so much?” z
“§ Now that was unnecessary pressure. Why should I care? Why are you dragging me 2%2
% into this? But she asked me, and I had to say something. So, [ decided to play safe by ::
LY ExYd
i saying, “I am not a farmer”. She raised her eyebrows with wide open mouth along =
= with scary stare. She was not happy with my answer! She stared at me asif [ asked =
& her for both her kidneys. She lost the battle and left from there. %
s 5
Py We bought 5 kilos of potatoes and 3 kilos of onions. Yeah, big family. I can declare it =
iy as a small town by itself. Nevertheless, we started walking to the next stop. [ was o
s as
Z~§ already feeling as if I was carrying two large gas cylinders. The potatoes and onions Z-:
2 were heavy. OMG! There are no restrooms here. I guess I'll have to hold it for a while =
g b
) Mooli ka paratha, Paalak ka paratha, Methi ka paratha, many more paratha. That's =
3‘1’%‘3 ) ”n : :"%
i what I brought for you today. Don’t look around, I am here on the ground.”- saida &
b b
2 singing sensation from one corner of the market attracting everyone with his i
z extraordinary marketing trick. Sitting with purple shirt surrounded by all the green =
z vegetables, the seller looked like a peacock having fun in rain. Obviously, we plucked =
& a few feathers from him - I mean cilantro and spinach bunch. &
b b
= This, that, these, those, here, there, everywhere, we bought tons of things. Towards =
'y the end, I felt as if I was carrying an entire U-Haul load. Finally, it was time for me to =
& get out of there safely, but God had a different plan. While moving myself carefully,
i one of heavy bags slightly touched a lady who was buying onions. It might have hit &
b bYd
Py her alittle hard because I saw her flying in a trajectory before she fell on the heap of =
' onions. She looked at me with onion peels all over her hair. I experienced the feeling =
5‘% . [ . ). 3""'4
% as if I had encountered MANJULIKA. “Did you forget your eyes at home?”- she &
ik screamed at me. [ thought my mom will save me, but she was walking so fast that ik
iy she had no idea that her ‘Abhimanyu is stuck in Chakravyuh’ (Please read '
= Mahabharat if you don’t know this). iy
i When such a thing occurs, all the uncles around suddenly becomes active. “What %
e b3
ik happened? What happened?” they yelled as if it was time to solve the 1nternat10nal Y
' 'S
Py border issues. %
iy by
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“Sorry aunty, I was just trying to pass gently. But it’s too crowded here so one of my
bags touched you.” - [ said as I tried to defend myself. “No, it did not touch me, you

L L

hit me.” She screamed while trying to get up. But failed. Four of the uncles helped
her to get up and I felt awful. I looked at those onions. I saw few of them were

L e

smiling because they can breathe now! But, the other part of onion society was sad. I
i could see little onions, far from regular ones that are orphan now. Female onions

RIS TR TR TR TRIRY
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were crying because they just became widow. And few onions looked profoundly
serious. “Ambulance” I shouted.

[ saved myself from that mess and both my mom and [ headed back home. My
motorbike was clearly not happy with the 50 kilos of excess baggage (of vegetables)
and I struggled to balance it. Another lady walking in front of my bike bent down to
pick a tomato that fell from her bag. With all the hustle and madness around me, I
managed to run over it.

“Oh, you idiot!” She shouted at me.

LR LRTRTLR TR TO RN TR T N I0

RPN RV NT 0P 0 2

[ thought to myself - “What goes around, comes around”. I stepped on a tomato,
walking into the SABZIMANDI and my bike runs over a tomato, on my way back

i L L

from it.

2P N b b

“Make sure you don’t stop now because that lady’s fingers were also there with
tomato.” - my mom responded politely.

e e e )

Ok, No Problem. Wait, What?

e )

So that is what a Farmers’ Market experience was to me. Without a doubt, vastly
different from the ones here. Do I miss it? Perhaps in a nostalgic way. Would I relive
it again if | had to? Perhaps not.
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Harshil Pathak
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The Gentle Genius
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You will be rejuvenated with thoughts/Arts of Young Stars...GENZ

~~ OUR TRUE stars .. THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE
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Activities 2020-2021 through the Social Service Units
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'y Our Mission: BEC helps less fortunate adults and kids in US and India Fy
i by mobilizing the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors. %
EY b
i Our Story: Bichitra Social Service wing has started its journey in sggs
= 1992 and since then working towards its goal by giving volunteering =
i hours and raising fund to help others who are in need. So far BEC has i
bYd R
& donated more than $100,000 tomany noble causes and has helped &
= various worthy organizations who are contributing to the total =
% upliftment of humanity. %
3"7“3 3;"\:@
= Below are the few where we have donated time & money in the last =
%

i couple

:‘E@

% of years:

e Vivekananda Social Welfare Center (India)
e Capuchin Soup Kitchen (Detroit, MI)
e The Grameen Foundation (Bangladesh)

e Meals on Wheels (USA)

FRIRINIOTETRININIOTOININIGTININIB TN

e Wayne County Sexual Assault Forensic Examiners Program
(Detroit, MI)

%
%

FRIVIIBIBININIDIBIRINIDIGIRININTG

2
g

e Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries (Detroit, MI)
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= Together we can make a better community: We are counting on your donation =
z to reach our annual fundraising target of $7000.00. Note that your gift could be =
& tax-deductible. %
by %‘,‘
= %
1 %‘v‘
iy Thank you much and we appreciate your generosity in ;{ﬁ
] advance! b
b LYY
zji For more information please contact us: ;{;
iy E-mail: contact@bichitra.org %
= Phone: +1 248 946 4366 =
= The Endowment Committee has been continually active this year, despite the Covid-19 =
Z:%“i Pandemic Situation. Social Distancing, Mask Wearing and similar impositions forced us to j%“:
i serve the Community Virtually. The Committee sincerely appreciate all doners for moving i
i the Charities forward. '
% A) SSU-Covid Leader-Anindya Roy: Few members contacted Michigan Governor’s Office %
W& 5
s@s to create a Special COVID-19 Fund, and after the fund was commissioned, Bichitra s§s
:—Z: Donated over $2000. The Fund Money can only be used for COVID related activities Z:-i
'y like Masks, Ventilators, etc. =
:::: B) SSU-DIFS Leader-Shampa Mukhopadhyay: Upon a request from Detroit Independent :?‘
%3@ Freedom School organization, the Endowment Committee arranged a Webinar on 2}*
i3 30t July 2020, where the Community Medical Doctors discussed many aspects on i3
:~§ how to deal with Covid-19 and Stay Safe. Anindya Roy, Sumita Roy, Vijaya Arun 23;
= Kumar, Supratim Samaddar, Aarati Soorya participated. The Webinar was moderated =
] by Shampa Mukhopadhyay. 2
iy Q) SSU-BoiPara Leader Mousumi Majumdar: The Koltata BoiPara has been a heritage to Ky
i Bengali Culture. The cyclone Amphon flooded the BoiPara, causing tremendous s
:%i damage to the Book sellers. As a result, many roadside bookstalls were completely Zg:i
= wiped out. Bichitra worked with Publishers and Book Sellers Guild and donated over =
Fy $2000 to help many Book Hawkers to restart their lives. Fy
;Z:: D) SSU-Robotics Leader-Rajib Auddy: Bichitra received nearly $2000 to run the Robotics :g:
7% Program of Troy, MI. Soon after that, Rajib Auddy moved to Atlanta, GA. He continued %
b P
i to lead virtually, administering the Robotics SSU remotely. COVID situation slowed b
:“f; down the process but running smoothly so far. :%@
Fy E) The Endowment Committee initiated a Virtual Performance Program, where Fy
;@; President Sharmistha Sarkar took a special interest to stage. The program was held ;@;
% on 5t September 2020 with the help of Anukul Banerji, Debashis Banerji, Probir Sil, %
Y

i Partha Das, Mahuya Das, Debrini Sarkar, Maitreyee Majumdar, Preetha Ghosh, Partho

= Ghosh, Jhulan Chatterjee, coordinated by Mousumi Majumdar. All Local and Indian

2‘;"‘;@

s
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& i
= performers donated their times. The Member donated over $600, which will be =
'y donated to local charities. =
iy F) The Endowment Committee is working on few more activities. ::Z‘
% a. SSU-FamEd Leader Sunanda Samaddar: Bichitra will engage in helping the Family %
% Educationinless fortunate neighborhoods of Detroit. The Parents as well as Children %
= would learn to face the world and do meaningful works for their livelihood. =
= b. SSU-BasEd Leader Shampa Mukhopadhyay: Bichitra will help rebuilding some =
z::: schools run by volunteer of NGOs [Non-Governmental-Organizations] in West :::::
i Bengal for Basic Education of students below poverty levels. i
b . ] . 'y
% c. SSU-SoupKitLeader TBA: Raise fund and donate to run some local Soup Kitchens. %
% d. SSU-BasNeed Leader TBA: Raise fund and donate to Ramakrishna Mission to run %
= Schools for Basic Needs for earning, like shewing, repairing etc. =
K G) Neighborhood House & Grace Centers of Hope. The fund collected thru Virtual =
% Cultural Program (5th Sep, 2020) was donated to these NGOs. iy
b b
Ve Y,
b b
Webinar: COVID-19
54 Y,
WL %‘y‘
i =
2,?,3 & B P —  / N Ly e L N\ Y. 3.;:.
* Collaborated by
Y bYd
Bichitra & Detroit
e LYY
Independent
i &
Freedom Schools :
Date : 30-July-2020
EYd Y3
Time: 6:00 PM ET - q ;
7:00 PM ET \\ -
BicurhA w
2 etd. BICHITRA 197 z
i https:/ .zoom.us/j/81610865333? pwd=NG SNSRI FN e e P s P iy
2;:: ng ID: 816 1086 5333 & Passcode: 728850 :vf.::
b LY
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Help Us Fight COVID-19

Bichitra Endowment Committee has already pledged $2,000 to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. To amplify this, we humbly request
individual monetary donations from members of our benevolent
organization. Your generosity will help local communities effectively
support the fight against the spread of the virus and provide local
medical professionals with access to resources such as:

%

BII0T0T0TEITI0T0Te

eesedeieiedex

=1

£

» surgical masks

* hospital gowns

* gloves

» ventilators

» sanitizer (hand/wipes)

¢ no-touch thermometers

o N95 masks
Kindly make checks payable to:
Bichitra Endowment Committee
Or Donate Direc ‘tiv to

Michigan Coronavirus Fund
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GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL

NAME: DEBRINI SARKAR
HIGA SCHOOL: ROCHESTER ADAMS GH
SCHOOL
IUNIVERSITY: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, a
ANN ARBOR
PROGRAM: COMPUTER ENGINEERING

NAME MAITERYEE MAJUMDAR
SCHOOL - TROY ATHENS HIGH SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY - WAYNE STATE
PROGRAM - ENGINEERING

NAME - SHRUTEE RAKSHIT
SCHOOL - TROY ATHENS HIGH
SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY - OAKLAND UNIVERSITY

PROGRAM - ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
NAME: PRIYA DUTTA

HIGH SCHOOL: TROY HIGH SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN,
ANN ARBOR
PROGRAM: NEUROSCIENCE

Congrats, GIRLS' ...
%\ ALL FUTURE WOMEN IN ENGG & MEDICALS g8\
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Dr. Awnik (Rintu) Kumar Sarkar.
Working in Pain Management Center. Texas

RIRIOTHIRINTBINRING

BIBIBI0IVIDIBIRINIDIGIRININI0IIN

Debarshi Majumdar, i

M.S. in Industrial Engineering, 'y

Wayne State University i
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Dr. Ashish Chandra Nag, our beloved Ashishda, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at Richardson, Texas. He was 86 and leaves
behind his wife of over 50 years, Nilimadi, his sons Rana (Debashish) and Rup
(Koushik) and their
families, grandsons,
Dhilan, and twins
Kamran and Aren,
granddaughters Kendall,
Lauren, and the baby of
the family Camden.
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Ashishda was born in
present day Bangladesh
and after completing
high school he moved to
Kolkata to pursue
degrees in Biology and
Histology. His interests
drew him to the
University of Hawaii in
1965 to earn his
Masters in

Biology and Ichthyology.
He was awarded his
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

DR. ASHISH NAG

2N b 2ah 2ah 2ab b 2

. % revelr (e ot /(/(1/2/22
Ph.D. in Biology and ) October 23, 2019 at Richardson, Texas.
Biochemistry from the /
University of Edmonton
in Alberta, Canada.
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Subsequently he served as a distinguished tenured professor at the Oakland
University in Rochester Hills, Michigan and continued his pursuit for not only
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% gaining knowledge but sharing his knowledge with others. He excelled in his &
3 profession and worked with the National Institutes of Health and the 3
= American Heart Association on the regeneration of heart muscle after #
% myocardial infarction. S
e L
= After his retirement Ashisda and Nilimada moved to Richardson, Texas to =
2 spend time with their grandchildren. There he continued to pursue his =
= interest in painting and sculpting, as well as being an avid reader of all things. =
= Ashisda and Nilimadi were one of the founding member families of Bichitra. =
= They were much loved and respected; and represent a unique and pioneering Fy
' era in the history of Bichitra, helping the organization in numerous ways. '
' Gifted with his expertise in painting and sculpting, Ashishda assumed the '
oy challenging responsibility of maintaining our “Protima” before every Puja. In i
j:: addition, many of us fondly remember his cheerful and gentle presence in the j;i
j:z community kitchen where he used to assist with a glowing smile; while :g:
j:z Nilimadi was the centerpiece in organizing the actual Puja and Worship. :v;@
, g
i Ashishda was deeply committed to continuing his legacy of spreading i
%, knowledge. May Ashishda be blessed with eternal peace in God’s embrace. %
% And we pray the family finds strength and comfort to weather this great loss i
% through the power of prayer and beautiful memories. &
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Mrs.Kalpana Mookerjee, one of Bichitra’s past Presidents, wife and mother
and longtime community member, passed away in Pearland, TX on Wednesday,
March 4, 2020.
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She was born in Calcutta on

November 4, 1946, grew up in

nearby Shibpur with her 2 brothers,
2 sisters, and her parents. She went
to The University of Calcutta where
she graduated from in 1966 with a
BA in Commerce. In December of
1970, she married Gauranga
Mookerjee in Calcutta.

Shortly after getting married she
moved to Philadelphia, PA, USA in
1971 to be with her husband. Her
life adventure continued as she and
her husband moved to Connecticut
and had their first child (Neil) in
June of 1972. Soon after they
relocated to Germantown, MD g
where her 2nd son (Jit) was born in >;
September of 1977.In 1979 the g
family moved to Troy, Michigan

where they would stay for the next

20 plus years. Through that time she raised her 2 sons and enjoyed cooking,
entertaining, being part of the Indian/Bengali Community and being her
children's personal Uber, counselor, friend, and soccer and football mom.
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The joyful life of

KALPANA MOOKERJEE

Kalpana also enjoyed traveling and loved spending time with her
granddaughter Kiryn. She leaves behind her husband: Gauranga Mookerjee,
sons Neil and Jit Mookerjee, Daughter in law Rebecca Mookerjee,
granddaughter Kiryn Mookerjee and her sisters Ashoka Chatterjee and
Nabanita Banerjee.
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= Aprl 9, 1932 - May 23, 2020 Py

= 2
2 Mrs. Srimati Lily Bhattacharjee, left for the Heavenly Abode on May?23, :
?;:Z 2020 at London, England at the age of 87. She followed her dear Husband Sri. B. Zzi
’":jZ K. Bhattacharjee and left behind adoring Daughters Shelly Das(Uday Das), Molly ZE“

= Panday(Shankar Panday) and Pompee Datta(Sujit Datta). Her Grandkids Ishita, =
P Namata, Debraj, Ovijit & Treena and countless friends and family members remain %

' forever heartbroken. =
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Respected and Dear Bichitra Patrons and Families,

PR

Hoping you all are in good health and cheerful spirit and had a good time despite
the unprecedented challenge that the whole world is facing. As a way to keep you
updated more on the events that happened in 2020- we would like to let you know
that this is the 37th continuous year of Path Bhaban. The hardships that the

Pandemic has put forth, still we are very proud to continue the heritage of Bangla
school and all excited about it. Both campuses, Troy and Canton have continued
the operations and day to day activities via online tools and internet mentoring.
The Education Committee remained active during COVID Pandemic situation.
During first few days of Lock Down conditions, Path Bhaban classes were
disrupted, as the campuses required rental accommodations.

EEXPEL PR PP R P RSl PR PR PR B PP Pl PR RS

A) The Education Committee unveiled the Virtual accommodation possibilities for
Bichitra. Principal Educator Maitreyee Paul arranged a ZOOM Program to
congratulate the High School Graduating Students of our Community. It was a
All Girls” Graduation galore- Debrini Sarkar, Priya Dutta, Maitreyee
Majumdar,Shrutee Rakshit, their parents and other community members joined
the virtual celebration. Each student has done outstanding and was awarded with
a Certificate of Honor from Bichitra President Sharmistha Sarkar.

B) Path Bhaban virtual classes started soon after the above event. Anindya Roy,
Sumita Roy, Sutapa Das of Canton Campus started virtual study sessions for
various classes. From Troy Campus Pranab Saha, Arpita Auddy, Sathi Debnath,
Chinmayee Dutta, Anirban Adhya, Satyen Basu started virtual classes. Subhadra
Bandyopadhyay opened her Art Classes, Maitreyee Majumdar started instructing
Craft Classes. These classes were offered to students of both Troy and Canton
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] Campuses. Due to convenience of virtual education, many students were %
] regrouped to share classes virtually from the two campuses. &
& . .. . L
% C) Students of both Canton and Troy campuses decided to participate in the Durga i
' 'R

EER

Puja Virtual Performance. A dance and an instrument play will be performed
from Troy campus, and a skit will be performed by the students of Canton
campus.

D) Path Bhaban Awards Celebration will be held virtually during Christmas Event.
Students and Teachers of all campuses will be awarded and honored like in
previous years, but virtually. Due to COVID situation Trips will not be arranged
this year.

E) A Joint Virtual Program by Education and Endowment Committees is being
planned to involve the community youngsters for care of less fortunate families
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2 of the area. It may include preparing and donating food and clothes to Shelter 2
- ¥
gﬁg - - - - - 3;;@
2 organizations. Details will be provided later. 2
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ZOOM Ceremony on JUN14, 2020- High School Award Honors
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MAY MAA DURGA BLESSES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY WITH
HAPPINESS, JOY AND GOOD HEALTH

HAPPY DURGA PUJA!
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= An advisor that puts the needs of their clients ahead of their own. =
We want to Educate our clients about their money, Guide them to make better s

decisions, and experience Growth in all areas of their life.

ERDE

Capital Management

Eric Tomaszewski

Investment Advisor
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Verde Capital Management
p (248)528-1870 | d (248) 795-2526

erictomaszewski@verdecm.com | www.verdecm.com

BIRIRIRINIBINIGINIHINDINIIRINIGINIGINIBINRINIIBINTGINIINBIN

LTI T T T

3%
xR
BRI

S0 %% 5% %
SRR

\
\‘

e e e e e B R

%
%

S
£

2
2

2
=

\!

B b b b b b b b bR bR b b b Kb Kb b b b b b b b e K K K K e e

o

e

o

=

7/ 't i ] | g ! \ ?E:vf

Ty i e . I a \ o

/’ / / ! | 4 { ! ‘ B\ o2

/ { tAR A | i e

A Verde Capital Managcmelt, Inec.,isa jistered i vesLmJn( dvisex. JAll 3 essed a \ o~

J baSedupon informatign/considered ¥éliable alghough itishbuld not hed®p ents or b d

# Jopinjons are subject to ¢ an?e wnhcﬂn ce. Infbrmatignipresented §8 fof bdulati d does mipt ]

fintend to make an offer gr solicitation e saleor purchagé’of any specific segur nvestment i"f

I strategies. Anvestment$ i{nvolve risk an& unless ptherwige sthted, ark ot juar. 1 essed does | e

- ‘4 not take "‘2/0 account ypu¥ specific mt(ua ion or oneclive , ahid is notintentled a5 recommenda opriate fox o

b any individual. You are encouraged 16 seéek advice froni a gualified fak, legal, or investment ddyiserifo determine | | b

kA whether any mformano? presentegdy may be suitable for their specifi¢ situation.| Past performange is no‘-indlcanve\ ¥

by of future ‘performancel % Y

o ]

by brd

o o

b b

o o

by bid

o o

R b

o o

fasat / @@l z
ra

i ql / Ol4 5829 96 b

[ o

b b

A o v Vs ¥a oVa &¥a %
- @ AR

N S L S LN S L P SN SN SN SN LN S SN S N N S L S L S L S S SN S S SN SN SN L PN ST ST S NS SN SN SN S Sl S SN SN SN S PPN P




o¥s o¥a o¥a o¥a o¥a o¥a o¥a o¥a s¥a s¥a s¥a o¥a

s o%s o¥s s o%s o¥s Vs o¥s oVn AV oWs oFa &V oVa oTs &V oVs s Vs Vs s oV oS
LY NEVRNENENENENE NG NG N NE NG

s T oTs Tp oV oTs Vs oV Tn s T Tn Vn oTs Tn oV Ts s oY Tn Tn oY Tn s o s o2s Tn o% o2
R R R R R R R S R S R e S S S S s ST ATs oTs ST s OB ATs oTe oW ATp oTs ST ATe oTo Tn oTe oW ATn oy STy ATp oTs oW ATy
RANENENEHENENEHENENENENEHENENEHENENEHANENENENEHEHNENEHENENEHENENEHENEHENENEHENENEHENENENENEHENENEHENENE

oFs a%a o¥s o

e
=
o
ae
s
=R
an

"

HinesPark 0 -

INTRODUCING

"CORSAIR

.

Hines Park Hines Park

LINCOLN

fsat / FFoIv 3839 97

A" A" -" -" a¥a o¥a o¥a aNa oNa oV a¥a l'l A'a A'l A'A A'A A'A A'A A'A A' A' A' o ;'. . ;V‘ V‘ = -" -" -" a¥a o¥a o¥a oNa aNa a¥a l" l'. l'. ;'- Vs oV ;'. A" A" A" A'l a¥a A'l a¥a o¥a ;'. ;V‘ ;V. '. ." a¥a a¥a o¥a
VRARNANENRNRHRNGHR VRN HNANEHRNRHRNRNRENANENANGHRNRHRNRNENRNENRNGHRNRHNEHENEHNRNEHRNGHR VRN NANENRNEHRNRNRENENENRNEHNRNEHRNRNE HRNEHRHG




Thank you for your generous donation to Bichitra for Durga Puja

and for hosting key events throughout the Year.

GOLD DONORS ($250 OR MORE)

Dhirendra and Manjusri Roy and Family
Anjan and Sarbani Mitra and Family
Rubyand Runa Ghosh

Mridha Foundation

Oakland Medical Group

Canton Hindu Temple

Debashis and Sampada Baner;ji
Biswajitand Suranjeeta Dhar
Debangshu and Mousumi Majumdar
Pijush and Gouri Nandi

Three anonymous donors

GENERAL DONORS
Shushovan and Hiromi Chakraborty
Madhu and Tapati Chatterjee
Sumita and Tia Choudhury

Sujitand Pompee Dutta

Chirantan and Arpita Gangopadhyay
Chitta and Monjusha Gangopadhyay
Partho Ghosh

Pankajand Sunanda Mallick
Debabrata and Maitreyee Paul
Manoranjan and Sutapa Santra
Sankarand Sharmila Sengupta

Rajendra Shah

ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS

nexthermal.com // sales@nexthermal.com // (260) 964-0271

THERMAL ANALYSIS  PHYSICAL PROFILE TESTING PROCESS PERFORMANCE ENERGY EFFICIENCY




Greetings to All
on
the Happy Festival of Durga Puja 2020

Dr. Lal Gopal Banerji
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nexthermal.com // sales@nexthermal.com // (269) 964-0271

®

hermal

smart heat management

nexik




